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Can you believe it? We are 
already more than halfway 
through the 2023/24 year. 

It has been an amazing and 
humbling experience serving 
you as your State President. 

Six months ago, I set seven
goals for the state, so let take 
a look at how we are doing so 
far with the goals. 
1. ENF– Each Lodge to reach 

the Grand Exalted Ruler’s 
Goal and a state total of at 
least $110,000. Total donations are 
$67,625.52. We are approximately two-
thirds of the way toward the state goal of
$110,000. Becoming a member of the
Fidelity Club is simple! Enroll online at:
enf.elks.org/recurring and start your gift 
today! 

2. Benevolent Fund – Raise a state total of
$27,700 ($3.90 per person) –I understand 
that most of the lodges wait until the ER 
march to turn in the Benevolent Funds to the 
State, but we are currently only at $6,255.55
or $.91 per member. 

3. State Project – Increase attendance at
the three Elks events at Camp: Camp 
cleanup, Elks Day, and Pancake breakfast.
We have had an amazing turn out at all 3 
camp events including nearly 60 Elks in 
attendance for the camp’s annual pancake 
fundraiser! 

4. Conferences and Convention – Increase
attendance at both conferences and 
convention including the Saturday night 
banquet and Sunday morning General 
sessions. Attendance at conferences and 
convention continues to grow and so does 
the creative ideas and programs to help all 
members to work as a team.

5. Calendar - Create a WEA google
calendar, including all state, and lodge 

events. The calendar is a huge 
hit and a wealth of information 
on all things related to the 
Wisconsin Elks. 

6. Committees – Have each
Committee create a 1-2 
paragraph description of what 
their committee does and post 
the description on Facebook. 
This will help promote 
conference and convention 
attendance. Many of the state 
committees sent me a nice 

description and hopefully a few more will 
follow.

7. Membership - Have a membership
increase of at least 40 members.

We have lots of work to do for a 
membership increase. We currently are 
projected to have a loss for the year of 367 
members. We have 68 candidates who are 
waiting to become Elks and a whopping 500 
unpaid members. 

I encourage every lodge to host a few 
50/50 raffles and put the profits toward the 
state’s three major charities. ENF, 
Benevolent fund, and the State Major 
Project.

Remember the road to success may be both 
hilly and full of curves, but if you stay on 
the path, you will eventually get to where 
you want to go.  

Karl Hanke
Wisconsin Elks State President 

Sign up for Google Calendar

Would you like access to all State and 
Lodge events and times at your fingertips? 
Then contact Nikki Shannon or Karl Hanke 
to get access to the new State Online 
Calendar.

It’s a great day to be an Elk!
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Hello all my Wisconsin 
friends. Wow! What a year we 
are having!! 

All our visits thus far have 
been full of energy, 
excitement, and personal 
encouragement! I am so proud 
of all the programs and 
projects we are doing for our 
communities, youth, and 
veterans. 

Keep encouraging your new 
members to get involved! 
Proposers, find a common thread that you
share with a new member and invite them to
join you as you partake in a favorite of
yours. We can all be better together.  

The fall conference gave us all the
opportunity to meet some wonderful Elks;
GER Randy Shook and First Lady Wanda 
were such a delight and shared some great
insight and advice for our order. We wish
them well as they continue their journey 
across the country. So glad we were able to
coax him out of his shell a little bit at the
Saturday banquet. 

Looking ahead we will be welcoming First 
Vice President of Illinois Roger Quinn and 
his wife Lisa Renae Quinn to our mid-
winter conference.

President Elect and First Lady Elect Pat
and Pam Moran will be their escorts for the
weekend. We hope you get a chance to meet 
them and make them feel welcome on their
visit to Wisconsin.

I would encourage you all to continue 
showing your support and pride to Karl and
me by attending the last few remaining
State President visits. It is always a good 
time and full of fellowship. 

We had a great number of fantastic baskets 
to raffle off for the Benevolent Fund at the
Fall conference. I would encourage all of

you to continue your support 
and donations. Thank you to 
everyone who brought or
purchased tickets in support of 
our charity. 

Please know that I am always
here to listen, encourage, or help
you in any way I can. I look
forward to seeing you all soon!

I hope you all find a reason to
rejoice and celebrate this 
holiday season and I pray that 
the New Year brings you all

good health, renewed hope, new 
opportunities, new adventures, and new 
ways to give and love. May this be your best 
year yet! 

Annie Hanke
Wisconsin Elks State First Lady

Wisconsin Elks 
President Calendar 

2023-2024
December 1 Green Bay
December 2 Oconto
December 9 Antigo
January 27 Milwaukee
February 9-10 Hoop Shoot  
Feb. 15-18 Mid-winter conf. - Green Bay
March 2 Marinette
March 8 Manitowoc 
March 9 Sheboygan 
March 22 Stevens Point 
March 23 Wisconsin Rapids 
April 12-13 Platteville

A letter from the First Lady
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Greetings everyone,
It is hard to believe that

winter and the holidays are
upon us where we look
forward to special times with
our families and friends. 
Many of our lodges have
holiday activities for their 
members, Santa visits for the
children, holiday goodies for
shut-ins and much, much 
more.  I commend all of you
for your extra efforts in
bringing the joy and peace of
this holiday season to those that are less 
fortunate than most. 

I would like to thank all of you for the 
warm and wonderful Wisconsin welcome 
you gave Grand Exalted Ruler Randy Shook 
and First Lady Wanda at our Fall 
Conference. Randy even felt so at home, he 
auctioned off a couple of items at the 
Saturday night banquet and we were treated 
to witnessing his auctioneer skills! Our 
Grand and First Lady were quite impressed 
with our State Associations commitment to 
our State Project and endeavors in addition 
to the various Grand Lodge Programs.  I 
know he feels our success as a State 
Association can be attributed to our hard 
work and dedication which comes from our 
mid-western values. As National President 
of the Benevolent and Protective Order of  
Elks, Randy is spreading the message “We 
are THE Elks” which reminds us that we 
can all be proud of what we do in our 
communities, our State and in the Nation 
and we want people to know about us. 

As I write this message, our lodge year is 
more than half over. District Deputy visits 
have been completed and we turn our 
thoughts to preparations for the Wisconsin 
Elks Association Mid-Winter Conference in 

February which will be held in 
Green Bay.  Once again, we will 
have the opportunity to come 
together to review our progress 
thus far, gain new insights and 
information from other members 
and of course renew and enjoy 
our friendships. Unfortunately, 
Beth and I will not be able to 
attend the Mid-Winter 
Conference due to it conflicting 
with the date of my Grand Lodge 
Advisory Meeting. I look 
forward to receiving a good 

report about how the conference goes! Beth 
and I both enjoyed being with you in 
September and we look forward to seeing 
everyone in May.

Beth and I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank everyone for their 
friendship and support this past year.  We 
send best wishes to you and your families 
for a Merry Christmas and Happy, Healthy 
New Year!

God Bless you all, 

F. Louis Sulsberger
Past Grand Exalted Ruler

Wisconsin State Sponsor

A message from the State Sponsor
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Hello to all Wisconsin Elks
Pam and I hope you all have 
a great holiday season with 
family and friends. May the
2024 year be filled with 
many successes for all.

As of this writing we are a
little over halfway through 
the State President’s visits
and Karl and I are both proud
of the work, membership
growth and programs that 
lodges have done during the 
past year. Pam and I thank you for your
hospitality, great food and friendships 
during the past few months. It is truly
amazing what you all have accomplished. 
Thank you! 

During September, Pam and I traveled to 
Springfield, Illinois, to attend the Illinois
State Elks, Fall Conference. It certainly was
an experience we won’t forget. We met so
many wonderful people and were warmly 
greeted. I attended many of their meetings 
and learned that we share many of the same 
problems but also heard of their successes 
and the programs they do in their 
communities. At our Mid-Winter 
Conference, you will see Pam and I with the 
First Vice President of Illinois, Roger and
Lisa Quinn. Please feel free to say “hi” to

both. They will be glad to meet 
you. They are great people and 
certainly fun to be with.

During our Fall Conference I 
attended our ER/Leading Knight 
Committee meeting and asked 
that all lodges work and apply 
for All American status. I do 
hope you are working on this 
program and get it submitted to 
Grand Lodge on time. It would 
be great to see Wisconsin lodges 
make the top 10 in Austin, 

Texas, at the Grand Lodge Convention this 
year. By applying for this I think you will be
amazed at what your lodge, big or small, 
does for your community.

At the mid-winter conference, I will reveal 
my motto for next year at the dinner on
Saturday night. I hope it will be one that you 
will all be proud of.

Until then, please keep up the great work 
that you do. If we can make a positive 
difference in just one person’s life, then we
have accomplished something!

Best wishes for a prosperous New Year
and safe travels to all. Pam and I look
forward to seeing you soon. 

Fraternally,
Pat Moran, 

WEA State President Elect

From your president elect

Have a Heart for the Benevolent Fund
Hello Fellow Wisconsin Elks,
This February, as we meet in Green Bay, the Wisconsin Benevolent Fundraising team will be at it 

again. Being so close to Valentines Day, we decided to pull at your heartstrings. Our fundraiser for 
this conference will be our “Have a Heart” Raffle. It will be very similar to the penny raffle a few 
years ago. Just like the ENF is the great heart of Elkdom, The Wisconsin Benevolent Fund is the great 
Heart of the Wisconsin Elks. We will have hearts for you to choose and every heart will have a dollar 
amount associated with it and that will be your donation. You will also write your name on the heart to 
be placed into our “Have a Heart” raffle for some wonderful items. Some of the items include a night 
stay in a Bed and Breakfast in Stevens Point, a necklace and earring set (valued at over $250), Kwik 
trip and Pizza Ranch gift cards and several other great prizes. So, I hope you will come and support 
our “Have a Heart” Raffle, and maybe go home with a great prize. You may even have the chance to 
meet Mr. Heart himself!!! Thank you from the bottom of our Hearts.

Rob Radig, Sr, PSP Advisor to the Benevolent Fundraising committee
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Then Paul stood in the midst 
of the Areopagus and said, 
“Men of Athens, I perceive that 
in all things you are very 
religious; for as I was passing 
through and considering the 
objects of your worship, I even 
found an altar with this 
inscription:

TO THE UNKNOWN GOD.
Therefore, the One whom you 

worship without knowing, Him 
I proclaim to you.  Acts 17: 22-
23

In the four sermons that Luke records in 
the book of Acts, Peter, Stephen, and Paul 
all practiced the Law of Connection, which 
states that leaders touch a heart before they 
ask for a hand.  Paul’s sermon recorders in 
Acts 17 are a masterpiece with respect to 
this law. He connected brilliantly with 
people from a different culture, showing that 
he understood both Greek society and 
human needs.  

Notice how a master communicator 
connected with his audience: 

He began with affirmation.
He bridged his subjects with the familiar.
He enlarged their vision of God. 
He used inclusive language. 
He gave them encouragement and hope. 
He identified with some of their own poets.
He gave them specific action steps.

Only when Paul had built relational 
bridges with the people, did he issue a clear 
call to repent.

It seems to me that we all have the ability 
to learn from a master communicator such 
as Paul.  Many of the communication 
constructs itemized above can go a long way 

in our daily life.  If one is 
holding a leadership position in 
an Elks lodge; many of the 
constructs listed above may 
help in activating people to 
work on a special project. 

I’m sure that we all 
understand our respective 
community’s culture; yet how 
well do we relate our customs 
with someone that has 
transferred from another lodge? 
Do we affirm their presence in 

the lodge, search for familiar topics, use 
inclusive language, and give them 
encouragement and hope?  When that new 
person accepts a task or leadership position 
in the lodge, are they given specific action 
steps?

I believe such things are probably done to 
some level by key personnel. Yet are all of 
our members aware of the constructs of the 
Law of Connection when meeting a new 
member?  It seems to me that affirming a 
person’s presence, familiarizing them with a 
new culture and giving them encouragement 
and hope will help solidify one’s 
commitment to the lodge and unify our 
membership.

Remember, God loves you, and so do I.
Blessings to all, 

Rev. Mike 

Lead with the Law of Connection
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How many of you have signed into 
elks.org/members and have seen “Hello, 
Bill!” (or Billie!) has been a traditional, 
friendly greeting among Elks since 1897. 
Visit our online membership directory to 
connect with your fellow Elks or click one 
of the profiles below to send a friendly, 
“Hello, Bill!” greeting to a new friend? You 
probably wondered what that is all about 
since my name is Jerry (or your name). Here 
is the reason.

ORIGIN OF ‘HELLO, BILL!’ 
WILLIAM GODDARD, of Minneapolis 

(Minn.) Lodge, No. 44, B. P. O. Elks, is the 
original "Hello Bill!" of Elkdom, and this 
cheerful salutation which has found its way 
around the world, originated in Minneapolis 
during the Elks' National Re-Union in that 
city in 1897. Brother Goddard is the junior 
partner of the Minneapolis firm of Barnaby 
& Company. He has been for a great many 
years the treasurer of Minneapolis Lodge, 
No. 44, B. P. O. Elks, and was Chairman of 
the Finance Committee, and a member of a 
great many other committees that had in 
charge the arrangements for the Elks' Re-
Union of that year, and he spent a great deal 
of his time at the Committee headquarters.

When visiting Elks came to the 
headquarters to inquire about matters, they 
wanted to know about, if they happened to 
meet anybody who was not fully posted, 
they were usually told to "Go over there and 
ask Billy Goddard," and it was a constant 
strain of "Billy can tell you," "See Billy, he 
knows," etc., etc. This was repeated so 
incessantly that the stranger Elks, when they 
approached Brother Goddard, greeted him 
with the expression, "Hello Bill! I was told 
to see you," etc., and so the custom started 
of greeting each other "Hello Bill!"

In a day or two the custom spread to the 
streets, with Elks from all parts of the 
country, and passing each other they sang 
out cheerfully, "Hello Bill!" and they carried 
the greeting back to their home lodges, and 
so it has spread around the ends of the earth.

*Grand Lodge History Page

If you have never signed up for the grand 
lodge site elks.org you need to. There is a 

vast amount of information on this site. 
Many of our Elk’s positions are required to 
sign up to obtain information on their area or 
committee.

PSP Jerry Brien, 
Wisconsin State Historian

Elks’ history – ‘Hello Bill!’ origins
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Northwest District Vice 
President T. J. Jungwirth

Hello. I 
am T J 
Jungwirth. 
I've been a 
member for 
28 years at 
Stevens 
Point Lodge 
641. We've
had a lot of
good men
from this
lodge serve
as vice

president. My friend Tom Weller held this
position at the beginning this year, but he
got sick and passed away.  We miss him. I
wanted to fulfill his year in honor of him.

I've been blessed to volunteer in Stevens 
Point 641. I've been the event chairman for 
many years, held all the chair positions and
currently I am The Exalted Ruler of the Year 
for 2022. I've been fortunate to volunteer 
with a great group of friends and members. 
My wife Laura has been a member for 10
years. She is the lodge secretary, and she has 
held that position as long as she's been a 
member. They say behind a good man is a
great woman. I believe that wholeheartedly. 

I've already have been to some State 
President Visits in this district and have
been working with some lodges in the areas
that need to be addressed. I have visited
some lodges and will get to the rest before 
my year is done. 

If I haven't met you, I'm looking forward to 
talking to you. 

Thank you, 
T.J. Jungwirth 

South District Vice President
Manny Salinas

Winter-
time is here!

Colder 
weather is 
upon us and 
the holidays 
are quickly 
approaching! 
It’s always
the season of 
giving with 
the Elks and 
our South 
District 

Lodges continue promoting activities
benefiting our communities, our worthy 
causes, and our charitable projects. I’m 
pleased to be able to share some of the 
events and activities that the South District 
Elks have been a part of: 

Janesville #254: hosted an Evening on the 
Patio on Aug. 4 providing a fish and chicken 
buffet benefiting Elks charities. The 
Janesville Lodge held a Backyard Bash 
Cookout on Aug. 16 as a fundraiser & 
generated $1,287 for Camp Wawbeek 
camperships. Janesville #254 held a Golf 
Outing (in memory of Dwight Murdy) on 
Aug. 22. The District Deputy GER South 
Clinic was held at the Janesville Lodge Aug. 
26. The lodge holds a monthly cookout for
the Elks National Foundation. Janesville
Lodge #254 hosted a Fall Sportsman’s Elks
Charities Banquet on Oct. 20. Nov. 3,
Janesville hosted a Charity Halloween
Costume Party and dinner event with live
music (benefiting Wisconsin Vest-A-Dog
Organization). A Smoke & Barrel II Charity
event was held Nov. 4 as a fundraiser for
“Shop with a Cop.”

Madison #410: Elks held a Blood Drive 
with the Red Cross Sept. 6. Madison #410 
currently has 760 Elks members  

Continued on page 10
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Continued from page 9
representing the largest membership count 

in Wisconsin. Oct. 4, Madison Elks 
participated in the Easter Seals Pancake 
Breakfast at Camp Wawbeek. Madison 
Lodge #410 participated in the Orton Park 
Festival Aug. 25-27, and Sessions at McPike 
Park Aug. 11, 12, 16, and 17. The Madison 
Elks Lodge will again sponsor the Toys for 
Tots charitable program (in 2022 $5,000 in 
gifts & cash was raised by members).

Waukesha #400: Elks hosted a third 
annual Car Show event generating funds for 
the Waukesha K-9 police unit ($13,000 has 
been raised in 2 years). Oct. 31, Lodge #400 
held a Trick or Treat evening with Elroy the 
Elk and provided sweet treats for 
neighborhood children. Waukesha Lodge 
#400 has been awarded three grants this fall: 
Spotlight Grant (being used for "Friends 
with Food" pantry program), Beacon Grant 
(being used to host Breakfast with Santa on 
Nov. 25 with a focus on homeless families 
inmWaukesha), and Gratitude Grant (being 
used to host another Senior Swing Dance on 
Nov. 17 admission is free).

Platteville #1460: Elks provided Grant 
presentations to Ruby’s Pantry, Platteville’s 
Farmer’s Market Nutrition Program, 
Southwest Opportunity, The Hodan Center, 
Platteville’s and Cassville’s Food Pantries.
Platteville Elks participated in the annual 
Dairy Days Parade with the Elks Trailor 
being pulled along the route. Platteville 
presented a part of their Beacon Grant 
donation to Sleep in Heavenly Peace 
($2,000). They held a brat and hotdog 
fundraiser on Oct. 28. Lodge #1460 used 
their Spotlight Grant to host a Community 
Baby Shower with free baby supply give-
away at the Platteville Public Library Oct. 
21.

Milwaukee #46 provides a monthly $100 
give away for Teenager of the Month under 
Youth Activities. A total of $545 was raised 
for Elk Charities by Linda’s Ladies through 

basket raffles at the Elks Family Picnic.
Milwaukee #46 presented a check for $565 
to Brown Deer Middle / High School for 
their Special Education Program. A chili 
cookoff fundraiser for the Lodge was held 
Oct. 28 to generate funds for lodge 
expenses. The Milwaukee Lodge is now 
eligible for an additional $500 to next year’s 
Gratitude Grant due to donations of their 
members by helping in the ENF National 
Chair Challenge. Milwaukee helped 
generate $1,500 in fundraising by 
contributing 26 bottles to the Benevolent 
Fundraiser at the WEA Fall Conference.

I want to again commend the efforts of our 
South District Lodges as Elkdom continues 
to impact the communities, people, and 
charities we serve.
Fraternally,

Manny Manuel Salinas, lll.
Vice President South District

Northeast District Vice 
President Solomon King

Hello 
from the 
Northeast 
district!

We are 
officially 
closer to 
the next 

lodge year 
than the 

start of the 
last! Where 
is everyone 
sitting so 

far with membership, ENF donations, 
Benevolent Fund donations, and State Major 

Project donations? If you are not sure, ask 
your Lodge officers and find out. What can 

be done to improve those numbers? Do 
some group brainstorming and offer some 

ideas at your next board meeting. 
Continued on page 11
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Continued from page 10
Most ideas to increase your donations 

could potentially also help increase your 
membership. A chili cook-off, pop-up raffle 
or even a basic dart league are great easy 
opportunities to supply fun activities to your 
members while raising donation money and 
gaining the interest of potential new 
members. That’s a win, win, win situation.  

As usual, the Northeast district has been 
busy, and I have a couple highlights to 
share. 

Antigo #662 handed out dictionaries to 9 
area elementary schools. They had fantastic 
support and received many “thanks”. 
Exceptional work Antigo focusing on the 
youth of your community!  

Kaukauna #962 participated in multiple 
trunk-or-treats. They took that opportunity 
to hand out drug awareness to youth, and 
Elk’s information to the parents. Great idea 
Kaukauna to gain membership while 
educating your local youth!  

Green Bay #259 delivered winter clothing 
to the public-school totaling $1000. You 
truly made a difference in your community 
by keeping children protected from the 
elements. Very admirable! 

Oconto #887 hosted a corn hole 
tournament that resulted in multiple 
interested new members. Prefect idea 
Oconto to get potential members in the 
door! 4 

Marinette #1313 has continually had an 
active house during Packer games. Keep it 
going Marinette! 

At this point, it’s a great time to reflect on 
what your Lodge has accomplished so far. 
When you reflect on it, ask yourself if there 
is anything your Lodge could improve on 
the rest of the Lodge year. You have plenty 
of time to make changes. But those changes 
can only be accomplished with volunteer 
action. 

A tip of advice, stay positive with your 
actions to accomplish those goals. Attaining 

goals can become daunting and stressful, but 
only if you allow it. When I was a new 
member, I remember Karl Hanke and Kevin 
McCarthy telling me how much fun it can be 
to chair and work events. I thought they 
were crazy and just trying to trick me into 
working. However, I jumped in anyways 
and experienced it myself. I immediately 
learned volunteers are the drive of the 
Lodge, and working together to create a 
positive experience is a major factor in the 
outcome of an activity. I’ve been hooked 
ever since. 

Keep Elkdom in your heart and actions. Be 
social, brainstorm with fellow members, and 
let’s keep this year on the path of success!

God bless,
Solomon King  

Central District Vice President 
Ryan Swantz

To the 
members of 
the Central 
District,

Winter is 
upon us and 
temperatures 
have sure 
gotten 
colder than 
during our 
summer and 
early fall 
months.  

Did you know that elk in the wild do not 
hibernate? Now is the time that we should 
live further like the animal that we have 
derived our name from and refuse to 
hibernate. The cold winter months are 
usually when our communities need us the 
most. We should all look for ways to lighten 
the burden of those in need this winter. That 
is what this season is all about.

Continued on page 12



12

Central District VP Ryan Swantz 
Continued from page 11

In the last few months, Beaver Dam #1540 
was officially merged with Watertown #666 
by Grand Lodge to form the new 
Watertown-Beaver Dam Lodge #666.  This 
merger will allow the new Lodge to serve 
both communities with combined resources, 
while still allowing for their individual 
programs to continue and thrive.

As we navigate the winter and the holiday 
season, we all as Elks do some really good 
things in our communities.  We hold Hoop 
Shoots to show our youth the value of fair 
competition and good sportsmanship; we 
remember our veterans who fought bravely 
to assure us the daily freedoms that we can 
so easily take for granted; we reach out to 
help those less fortunate to have a better 
holiday season by delivering food and 
supplies, holding Breakfast with Santa 
events, and the list goes on and on.  Soon, 
we will be awarding scholarships to the 
bright scholars in our communities who will 
go on to be the leaders of tomorrow.  Just 
thinking about all the good we do should 
bring you a great feeling of holiday cheer. 

As we move forward, the Central District 
is again a shining star for the Elks National 
Foundation.  We’ve surpassed the GER’s 
goal of $4.80 per member as a District, and 
every Lodge has also individually passed 
that goal as well.  On top of that, during 
October, the ENF announced a new $500 
bonus for the Gratitude Grant.  If your 
Lodge increases your fundraising by 10%, 
you get even more free money.  This means 
that your Gratitude Grant can be worth up to 
$4,000 by getting all the bonuses. 

As we move into the later months of our 
Elks year, we cannot begin to rest on 
membership.  At the end of October, our 
District was projected to finish the year with 
a plus-27 for membership (although this 
number might be skewed slightly due to the 
merger of Beaver Dam and Watertown).  

We had already initiated 68 new members 
and reinstated 7 more, but we also had 60 
delinquents.  Two-thirds of our Lodges had 
double digit delinquencies.  While finishing 
+27 sounds like a good number on the
surface, can you imagine what it will look
like if we’re able to get all of those
delinquent members to pay their dues and
continue working with us?  If you haven’t
done so already, make sure to reach out
personally to each of your delinquent
members.  Instead of asking them to
immediately write a check, ask them why
they’ve let their membership go delinquent.
You might want to consider reaching out
through a personal and heartfelt email
instead of cornering them or cold-calling
them, and remind them of all the good
things we do as Elks.  This will allow the
member time to collect their thoughts and
formulate a response, especially if they are
going through some difficult times or have
valid reasons for not renewing their
membership.

Small personal touches can make all the 
difference.  But, as we all work diligently to 
reduce our lapsation, we must also not forget 
about our candidates in waiting.  Do 
everything you can to initiate your 
candidates as quickly as possible so that 
they can join in the great work that we do.   

If we work hard at recruiting quality Elks 
and reducing our lapsation, we might just 
finish the year with a +100 in membership 
for our District. Once you initiate new 
members, make sure to welcome them, get 
them engaged, and get them involved.  The 
worst thing you can do is tell a new member 
that you don’t need their help when they 
ask.  Turning away an enthused member will 
only hurt you in the long run. 

It’s rather difficult to talk about doing 
more when our District already does so 
much.  

Continued on page 13
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Continued from page 12
 Increasing our donations to the ENF may 

sound impossible.  Getting 60 unpaid 
members to bring their memberships current 
may sound impossible.  Finishing the year at 
+100 for the District may sound impossible.
But, it was Walt Disney who once said, “It’s
kind of fun to do the impossible”.

Fraternally,
Ryan Swantz, PER, PDDGER

WEA Central District Vice-President

DDGER South District 
Kathy Hagen

My name is 
Kathleen 
Hagen, 
District 
Deputy Grand 
Exalted 
Ruler, South 
District from 
Janesville 
Lodge #254.   

My team 
consists of 
my Esquire 
Manual 

(Manny) Salinas III, Waukesha Lodge #400, 
my auditor Cindy Whalen, Janesville Lodge 
#254 and my secretary David Hagen, 
Janesville Lodge #254. 

I have completed all the South District 
Lodge visits and want to report that the 
audits went well.

I am so proud of the South District #9680 
and all the wonderful activities that they do 
supporting their youth, veterans, and 
community.  I hope to see you at the Mid-
Winter and remember “We are THE 
ELKS!”

Kathy Hagen,
DDGER South District #9680

DDGER Central District 
Rick Miller

As I write 
this letter, 
my team 
and I have 
completed 
all of our 
Central 
District 
Lodge 
visits. Our 
visits are 
considered 
an official 
evaluation 

and review of the financial and physical 
condition of the Lodge. I am pleased to 
report that all Central District Lodges are in
good condition. Every Lodge took the 
appropriate action steps mentioned in the
previous year’s reviews. Thank you for your
efforts and hospitality during our visits.

As I reflect on the activities taking place in
the District, I correlate them to “Growing
the Business. As Elks, how do we grow the
business?"

How many times during the last few years
have we heard the comment outside of the
Elks organization, “I’m unable to provide a
service because I don’t have enough
staffing.” Our organization cannot function 
unless we have the proper number of
members to perform our activities. As an
organization, we are always trying to recruit 
new members to grow our membership. 
Unfortunately, we tend to forget a select 
group titled “delinquent members.” This 
year we are placing more emphasis on this
group of members to maintain our growth 
from the previous years rather than trying to 
replace them. The goal of Grand Lodge is to
reduce our delinquency rate to 10%. I’m 
proud to say, as I write this letter, the

Continued on page 14
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Continued from page 13
Wisconsin Elks Association is leading the 
nation with a delinquency rate of 7.2%, with 
the Central District leading the charge at 
3.8%. 

As we grow our membership, we have the 
ability to enhance our impact in our 
communities. Membership growth provides 
the ability for more bodies to deliver much 
needed support that our communities 
desperately need. 

Membership growth also provide us the 
resources to grow our charitable funds used 
to financially support our communities. Our 
major charitable tool, the Elks National 
Foundation, has financially supported 
countless needs of our communities for 
many years. As I write this letter, I am proud 
to say, the Wisconsin State Elks Association 
is currently at $66,543 at $9.65 per member, 
with the Central District contributing over 
$28,162 at $18.06 per member.

Growth in membership and ENF 
contributions equal positive growth in our 
communities. And that is what we are really 
all about! We are…the Elks!

Fraternally yours,
Rick Miller

DDGER Central District #9660

DDGER Northwest District 
Marla Gygli

Many of you know me from the 
registration table when you come to 
conferences and conventions. For those that 
don’t, my name is Marla Gygli, from Rice 
Lake Lodge #1441. I am proud to serve as 
the District Deputy of the Northwest 
District. My team of Marilyn Gillies of 
Wisconsin Rapids #693 is the Esquire to the 
DD and Robert Willis of Stevens Point #641 
is the Auditor. We have completed our 
Lodge visits and I have one word to way, 
WOW!!!  

Not only did our travels take us on the 
most beautiful roads during the gorgeous fall 

colors, but we also learned that the Lodges 
in the Northwest District are working 
diligently in their communities not only to 
practice “Elks Care, Elks Share”, they are 
recruiting members, hosting great events in 
their Lodges, and doing everything they can 
to spread the word of Elkdom.  

If you ever get the chance, visit these 
Lodges, they would love to share their 
Lodge with you. I know because of this 
experience; I am going to go to all the 
Wisconsin Lodges and as many across the 
country as I can!

Marla Gygli 
DDGER Northwest District

At the Elks Fall Conference, State President 
Karl Hanke presented this award to Don 
Behnke, Wisconsin's Elks National Foundation 
Chairman, on behalf of all members, and donors 
to the Elks National Foundation. Wisconsin 
lodge ENF Chairman's combined scores were 
No. 2 in the nation in the Grand Exalted Rulers 
Chairman's Challenge. Thank you to everyone 
who supported the Foundation this past year. 
Thanks especially to every one of our Lodge and 
District ENF Chairman! – Don Behnke
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Above All Elks CARE
I wanted to take the time to write about a 

personal experience that I had at our recent 
Fall Conference in which the words "Elks 
Care” have never had so much meaning to 
me, and had such an impact on me. 

On Saturday, Sept. 16 while we were 
volunteering in the hospitality room prior to 
the Elks dinner banquet I noticed my wife 
Sarah receiving a phone call from my sister 
Linda who lives in San Antonio, Texas. I 
was surprised and a bit apprehensive at first 
but assumed that the call may have been a 
misdial by my sister; I was trying to make 
eye contact with my wife Sarah to gain 
insight on the conversation she was having. 
Sarah's glance to me during the call was 
reassuring, calm, and controlled. Ron and 
Nikki Shannon who were socializing with us 
at the time of the phone call and could sense 
the concern that was building in me, they 
too were reassuring as the phone call ended. 

Sarah already knew the urgency I had 
regarding the call and we walked into the 
hallway outside the hospitality room where 
she relayed my sister’s message. I was told 
that my father’s health had rapidly declined 
and his immediate prognosis was grave; I 
was urged by family members to travel to 
Texas as soon as possible to be with him 
during his final days. I was obviously 
stunned by the news and felt that I was not 
mentally registering the significance of what 
was now taking place at our home in 
Kingsville, Texas.

Sarah in her concern for me asked if I felt 
we should leave the conference to make 
arrangements for my flight to Texas to be 
with family. I was feeling unsure and 
overwhelmed at that moment, but decided 
we should just keep the information on my 
father’s health private and should carry-on 
with the evening’s event and then leave 
directly after Sunday’s General Session. We 
dressed for the evening banquet, and 

decided we would honor my father in quiet 
silence for the remainder of the conference.

As the banquet was getting started and 
people were settling into their seats, my 
mind began to think back over the years 
with my father and our special moments 
together. I told my wife that I was getting a
bit emotional and wanted to excuse myself 
from the table to compose my feelings. 
While walking out of the room I noticed 
Rev. Michael Hackbarth standing on his 
own and was compelled to ask him for a few 
minutes of his time. Rev. Mike kindly asked 
me to join him in the chapel room where he 
had given his evening prayer service earlier 
that afternoon. Rev. Hackbarth and I began 
to speak and I told him the dire news on my 
father that I had been given only a short time 
ago. He took my hands in his and provided 
words of prayer, comfort, and compassion 
for me, my father, and all those in my 
family. Rev. Mike gave me peace and 
strength to carry on in that moment; I felt an 
incredible feeling of warmth, and a sense of 
calm came over me as I knew everything 
was going to be just fine. 

As word of my father's condition began to 
spread among our Elks family, Sarah and I 
were met with such a genuine expression of 
CARE from Elk members, officers, and 
from dignitaries who provided words of 
comfort and encouragement to us. I will 
never forget the outpouring of kindness, 
prayers, support, and love shown to me and 
for my extended family.

I have full faith and confidence knowing 
that at that moment when I received the 
difficult news about my father, that I was 
predestined to be with my Elks family at the 
conference; God knew I would be in good 
hands of those who truly CARE. 

I was blessed to be at my father’s side 
when he peacefully passed away on Friday, 
Sept. 29 at 92 years of age.

With heartfelt thanks,
Manny, Manuel Salinas, III
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Hello fellow Elks 
brothers and sisters, 
let me start by 
introducing myself.  
My name is Dan 
DesJardin and I have 
been a member of 
Waukesha Lodge 
#400 for 17 years.  I 
am married to my 
lovely wife Lisa for 
37 years and have 
raised our 2 kiddos 
one of which is also a 
member of our great organization.  You can 
ask Lisa, I am a full blooded Elk and all that 
Elks stand for and do for our communities, 
youth and veterans.

I was Lecturing Knight in 2020, Loyal in 
2021, Leading Knight in 2023 and Exalted 
Ruler in 2023. 

\Received Grand Lodge Outstanding 
Service Award in 2020 and was Waukesha 
Lodge #400 Officer of the Year in 2021 

I have been on the State 
Bowling Committee for 
almost 10 years now and 
serving as Vice chair for the 
past 3 years 

I am a Fidelity Club 
member as I see the 
importance of ENF

NEW member of Grand 
Lodge attendance committee 

At our Lodge you will most 
likely find me in our Kitchen 
an I am a member of our 
volunteer cooking team for 

Bingo, wrestling, TMC dance, vendor fairs 
and anything else that needs our kitchen 
when it comes to food preparation and 
service.

I live and breathe Elks and what we stand 
for and would love to continue doing this as 
a Vice President of our state association.

I would like to ask for your support of this 
goal at our Spring Convention. 

 Fraternally, Dan DesJardin 

Dave DeRosier 
Hat in the Ring Trustee South District

Dave DeRosier became a member of the Elk's, in 1972, in Superior Lodge #403. After going
through all the chairs, he became ER in 1979 – 1980 

Served as VP of the Northwest district from 1980-1981 and then appointed District Deputy 
for 1982 – 1983. 

He has served on multiple state committees including Youth Activities and the Committee
for the Disabled. 

In 1988 a job opportunity moved him, his wife Kate and her children to Milwaukee. He
immediately joined Milwaukee Lodge #46 and became active as the Lodge Esquire for the
1989-1990 lodge year. In 1992 he was elected as trustee for the South district. 

In 1995 he was elected as President Elect and became State President the following year,
making major changes to the investments for the WI Benevolent Fund with the blessing of 
State Sponsor PGER Bob Sabin. 

Served on the Benevolent committee for several years.
He is now serving as trustee for the South district and has been the chairman of the board for 
the past 5 years

Hat in the ring for Vice President South District
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Hat in the ring for State Trustee – South District
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I am bringing to the midwinter conference 
all the drug awareness materials. Pens, etc. 
Be advised if you do not have someone from 
your Lodge attending this conference, 

You will not receive your allotment of 
supplies. If you contact me ahead of time 
about your allotment you can set up an 
appointment to pick up from me in 
Watertown.

All extra will be given away at the 
conference. Also, if you cannot attend my 
meeting, I will be available Friday and 
Saturday, all items will be in our vehicle. 
We will do our best before February to 
deliver to as many Lodges that we can. 

Cristine Crum, WEA Drug 
Awareness Committee Chair 

Ritual Competition info for Midwinter Conference
1) Saturday morning 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM
2) Whenever a person is available, they can sign up and perform.  There will NOT be a set time for any position.

- If desired, the performing member may bring in another member to give their charge.
3) 11 O' Clock Toast (4 divisions):

- ER Only; Current Loyal Knights; Open (for any member in good standing) and PER's
- ER ONLY:

a) The winning ER will have the choice to attend the next Grand
Lodge Convention and perform in the 11 O'Clock Toast Competition.
If the ER does not wish to attend, the next highest score in either the ER or
PER competition will have the opportunity.

b) The committee will reimburse up to $500.
4) Flag Tribute:

a) This is the part of initiation where the E.R. picks up the flag and hands to the new member.
b) The competition will begin when a committee member raps the gavel 3 times.
c) The winning competitor will have the choice to attend the next Grand Lodge Convention and

perform in the national competition.
- If the winning competitor does not wish to attend, the next highest score will have the

opportunity.
- The committee will reimburse up to $500.

5) Individual positions (ER, Leading Knight, Loyal Knight, Lecturing Knight, Esquire and Chaplain):
- Current officers only.  This is NOT an open competition.
− ER Only; Current Loyal Knights; Open (for any member in good standing) and
PER's

All this information and the wording for each competition was handed out at the Fall 
Conference.  Please check with your Exalted Ruler or you can contact me. 

Fraternally,
Ben Godlewski - WEA Ritualistic Exemplification Chairman
414 – 507 – 8940 
bgodlewski400@gmail.com

To all drug awareness chairmen and/or lodges
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Eau Claire 402 helps veterans
Oct,. 14 Eau Claire, WI Elks Lodge #402 

Grants Coordinator Patrick Mattson presents 
Charles, a recently housed Veteran from Tomah, 
with an Elks Welcome Home Kit. Upon 
receiving his kit Charles mentioned how grateful 
he was because he had been planning to go to 
Walmart to purchase cleaning and hygiene 
supplies for his new apartment.  Since Sept. 5,,
Lodge #402 has purchased 14 kits and 
distributed them via Sofas For Service to newly 
housed Veterans; the total value of these kits is 
$3,900. Lodge #402 thanks the National Elks 
Veterans’ office for reimbursing these costs and 
for the opportunity to help Veterans.

Earlier this year, Lodge #402 used a $1,727 
Wisconsin Elks Association grant to purchase 
bedding and fifteen (15) 71-piece Kitchen-In-A-
Box sets for Sofas For Service to distribute to 
needy Veterans. Patrick along with Kenny Lane, 

Lodge #402 Veterans Chair, coordinates the 
lodge’s Welcome Home Kit program.

Messenger bag sale 
benefits WBF

Once again, these wonderful WEA 
messenger bags are being offered for sale. 
Anyone interested in one of these for 
themselves or as a gift, please let me know. I 
will have these at the mid-winter in Green 
Bay. The price on these are $25, and all 
profits from these will be donated to the 
Wisconsin Benevolent Fund.

Please contact me by phone, text or email if 
you have any questions. 

920-344-8093
Robradig@gmail.com

WISCONSIN ELKS RAFFLE
Please don’t forget to bring your raffle items to the Conference. We have been able to do 

good things for the Benevolent Committee because of the raffle. The more raffle prizes we 
have, the more money we seem to raise so please, whether it be a basket, a blanket, tools, 
gardening items, jewelry or anything else you can think of, bring it along to the Conference. 
The Wisconsin Elks have so many needs; won’t you please help us raise the money to help 
them? Your donations make it possible.  
Thanks 
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Wisconsin Adaptive Sports Association Milwaukee Eagles Wheelchair Lacrosse 
Team, which is comprised of many disabled veterans, had a great 2023 season.
There are only 3 tournaments offered by Wheelchair Lacrosse USA, the governing 
body. Milwaukee Eagles took gold for all three tournaments, including the National 
Championship. Milwaukee Elks have been a great supporter for this community and 
disabled veterans’ team to reach their highest goal this season.
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The State Major Project Committee is 
pleased to have as our guests, Kate Thomas 
and her family for the Mid-Winter 
Conference Banquet. Kate’s mother, Laura, 
has provided the following very personal 
perspective on what the Elks/Easter Seals 
Respite Camp means to not only Kate, but 
the entire family.

As Wisconsin Elks, we should all be very 
proud of our contributions to a program that 
touches the lives of families who need and 
deeply appreciate our support. (See their 
photo on the cover). 

Thomas Family shares their story
Tim and I were married in 2001, and life 

brought us to Reedsburg, Wisconsin, as we 
pursued job opportunities in the area. Little 
did we know how much this community 
would come to mean to us, and how ideally 
situated it was going to be in the future. 

In 2003 our son 
Hayden was born, 
shortly followed by 
Joshua in 2004. Our 
daughter Grace was 
born in 2009 and we 
welcomed twin 
daughters Emily and 
Kate in 2011. While 
we never really 
discussed how large a 
family we hoped for, 
we feel blessed to call 
these five amazing 
kiddos our own. 

A twin pregnancy 
introduces different reasons for monitoring. 
Our girls were going to be named Emily
Lauren and Katherine Eileen. We call her 
Kate or Katie. And, she had a secret. During 
the ultrasound, it was determined that Kate 
would be born with a congenital heart 

defect. More importantly, the type of heart 
defect pointed to the strong assumption that 
Kate was going to be a person with Down 
syndrome. 

We focused on what was going to be 
needed to fix Kate’s heart. Even before she 
was born, we met the team of providers who 
knew the plan – and more importantly gave 
us all the reasons to remain hopeful. 

Kate’s heart was fixed at AFCH when she 
was 3 months old. We still celebrate every 
Dec. 14 as “Heart Day” because of what is 
means to our family.

We are very lucky. Kate’s heart repair was 
the main medical hurdle we needed to cross. 
And we know That for many families that is 
not always the case. Kate dealt with some 
typical struggles. Ear infections and sinus 
infections plagued her for many years. But 
now as a 12-year-old middle schooler, it 
takes a lot to keep her down. 

A special needs parent 
might tell you that often 
there is a need to 
experience tremendous 
grief in order to fully 
appreciate unbelievable 
joy. We grieved Kate’s 
diagnosis, simply 
because it was different 
than expected. We were 
uncertain how it would 
impact her sibling 
relationships, and what 
decisions we might need 
to make professionally. 

In time, Tim and I 
have learned to not get caught up in the 
future “what ifs?” and instead stay in the 
moment. One beautiful aspect of life with 
Kate is that the pace is slower. Meeting 
Kate’s needs causes one to shift perspective 
or priority and allows us to truly understand 

Elks will welcome Thomas Family
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what is means to celebrate each 
accomplishment. There truly is unbelievable 
joy found in everyday moments.

The sibling relationships we worried about 
are instead some of the strongest bonds we 
will ever encounter. 
Siblings help hold 
each other 
accountable. The way 
Kate’s brothers and 
sisters expect her to
carry her own weight 
around the house is 
exactly what she 
needs to help her 
become as 
independent as 
possible. And now 
that they are older 
and better understand 
how to connect with 
Kate, there is a willingness to meet her 
where she needs them. They too are learning 
how to celebrate everyday moments with 
her. They are her fiercest defenders and we 
no longer about the future knowing they will 
be there for Kate.

In a busy family, Kate understands that her 
siblings are involved in many extracurricular 
activities. She is their loudest cheerleader. 
She’s sat in the stands at many basketball 
games, and on the sidelines for many tennis 
matches. When Kate was able to start 
swimming lessons, we were so excited for 
her. Swimming is one of Kate’s favorite 
activities – other than bowling. This year she 
gets to participate in Special Olympics. 

But if there is anything that Kate loves the 
most….it is going to Easter Seals camp. For 
the past few years, Kate has attended either 
respite weekends or summer week-long 
sessions. The first time we brought her to 
camp, Kate looked at me and said “Mom, 
you can go now.” 

 She just knew this was going to be fun and 
it was all for HER. Camp allows her to meet 

new friends, demonstrate her independence, 
try new things, and sing her heart out during 
the talent show. Camp offers what she hopes 
for each time she attends. And when she 
comes home the change is obvious. She 

reminds us “I can do it 
myself” and we remind 
ourselves not to hover. 

The joy that Kate 
experiences when we pull 
into the camp parking lot, 
and as we drive away, 
brings tears to our eyes 
every time. Seeing her 
happy is all e hope for, and 
the camp opportunities 
through Easter Seals makes 
this possible. 

One aspect of camp is 
what it does for Kate. But 
there is a very real reason 

why the word respite is used in the 
description. The other aspect is what camp 
does for us. Sometimes, being a special 
needs parent and family means you carry a 
“backpack” of worries around all day. You 
may not realize how heavy it gets, because 
you just keep moving forward. But when 
someone gives you the opportunity to take 
off that “backpack”, you realize how you 
different you feel. You don’t need a lot of 
time but just enough to feel the “weight” 
shifted.  

When Kate attends camp, we and her 
siblings get that opportunity to recharge –
both physically and mentally. And we’ve 
learned to accept these camp opportunities
knowing that it is both rewarding for Kate 
and us all at the same time. Walking into the 
registration hall means walking into a room 
of people who all understand. There is no 
need to explain. It’s truly an opportunity to 
exhale and connect with others who are on 
the same journey. 

Trust looks different when you have a 
child who may not be able to fully advocate 
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for themselves. The team at 
Easter Seals takes this trust 
relationship very seriously 
and we have every 
confidence that Kate is well 
cared for while at camp.

When we came to 
Reedsburg, we had no idea 
that just a few miles away 
in the Wi Dells would be 
this camp that would come 
to mean so much to us. 
We’re just a few years in, 
but we look forward 
knowing that Kate will have 
this opportunity as an adult 
too. We remain grateful for 
the support of others who 
make camp possible, either 
through funding or by 
volunteering time and 
talents.

Thank you. For what it 
means to Kate and what it 
means to all of us.

The Thomas Family
Tim and Laura, Hayden, Joshua, Grace, Emily and Kate
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