WISCONSINé/&ASSOCIATION

a fraternal organization

THE SPRING 2021 BUGLE

WI ELKS VIRTUAL CONVENTION
MAY 1, 2021 ¢ 1-4 P.M.

The 2021 Convention will be a virtual convention. We have hired a firm in Waukesha to
administer and run this convention. it will be a General Session with the main goals of approving
a budget, nominations, and election of officers. This will be a first ever for the W.E.A., so we are
working on this to make it as good as possible. More information will be posted on the website
and Facebook as it becomes available.

On April 30, once your registration is approved, you will receive a link to view the convention
in an email (to the email address you have entered on your registration form). Here is the link to
register, you can also find this link on our website or on our Facebook page.

https://forms.gle/Hi3yPgnavztqpNU17
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STATE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Greetings to all,

| know everyone wants this year to pass and bring back the
things we enjoy. This of course is our Spring Convention. By
now everyone knows we are going to do something never
attempted in the history of the Wisconsin Elks. Our Convention
will be a virtual one to pass the budget and elect new officers
for the upcoming year. While | know there are some saying,
“Why not hold an in-person convention and those that don’t
feel comfortable do not need to attend?” This was not the
solution we needed to reach out to all our members in a safe
way. Through the efforts of Ken Johnson, a company was found
to guide us through the process to make this a successful
venture. Be patient and again know this was not the way we
hoped but was done for the health and safety of our members.

Your Lodges and members continue to amaze me. You found ways to continue to reach out to your
communities. You contributed to food drives, helped veterans, found ways to engage our youth,
supported Scouts in your clubs, etc. The list is endless. You supported our charities. | challenged our
Lodges to support a Virtual ER March and you responded. Donations came in and were posted for the
Wisconsin Benevolent Fund and our State Major Project. You sent hundreds of scholarships to be
judged. You opened your Lodges to drive-through events to not only support your Club facility but to
offer a safe food option for others. Contributions came in for the Elks National Foundation. You used the
foundation to give back to your community over $251,000 in grants which | believe is the highest in our
state history. While we lost many members to death and nonpayment of dues, we still initiated new
members. | know because | called over one hundred new members to welcome them to our Elk Family
as your State President. We only had three State President Visits this Elk Year, but | still was able to visit
Lodges to support them. | wanted Lodges to know we are still backing them despite an unusual year. By
the time we hold our Virtual Convention, we should know how our six State Hoop Shoot Winners
finished. They were our champions from last year who did not get a chance to move to Regional or
Finals. Grand Lodge gave them an opportunity to finish the contest. | hope to report we have six
National Champions.

Wisconsin Elks we can do this. We can and will move past Covid to the best of our abilities. Be patient
though as that becomes possible. Look out to all your members and let them know they are not alone.
My wish is that you all will be safe and healthy. Continue to provide “A Vision for Youth, Veterans, and
Community.” God Bless All of You.

Fraternally,

Jerry
Jerry Brien, State President
Wisconsin Elks Association
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SPONSOR’'S MESSAGE

Greetings everyone -

| would like to begin by saying how much Beth and | have missed

being with all of you this past year. The Covid-19 Pandemic changed
life as we knew it and so many of our events were cancelled. We
know that not having any State meetings since February of 2020 and
of course no Grand Lodge Convention last summer has been difficult
for all of you too. Despite not being able to hold these events, you
have stepped up to the plate in continuing the good works of the
Order that we all love and hold so dear. | commend State President
Jerry Brien and his officers for what they have done this past year
during this unprecedented time. | am pleased to say that Jerry and
Kathy have agreed to serve the Wisconsin Elks Association as State
President and First Lady for an additional year, 2021-2022. We know
their sacrifice is appreciated by all the members.

| would also like to take this opportunity to report that our District Deputies and Esquires have agreed to serve
an additional year as well. Thank you all for your dedication and commitment to our Order.

| am happy to say that the National Convention will be held in July in Tampa, Florida. While there will be
changes to several things due to pandemic protocol, it will be great to have a Convention and be together again. |
appreciate all those going to abide by these changes so that we can have a safe Convention.

Beth and | look forward to seeing you in Tampa! Until then, stay safe and healthy!

P g

God Bless you all,

F. Louis Sulsberger
Past Grand Exalted Ruler Wisconsin State Sponsor
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CHAPLAIN'S MESSAGE

Then Abram gave a tenth of everything.
Genesis 14: 20 (NIV)

Nothing speaks to others more loudly than generosity
from a leader. True generosity is not an occasional event, it
comes from the heart and permeates every aspect of a leaders’
life. This “quality construct” touches their time, talent, money,
and possessions. Effective leaders, the kind people want to
follow, do not gather things for themselves; they “gather” in
order to give to others.

To cultivate the quality of generosity in our life, we
should focus on the following:

1. Be grateful to God for what you have.

2. Put people first.

3. Do not allow the desire for possessions to control you.
4. View money as a resource.

5. Develop the habit of giving.

The only way to maintain an attitude of generosity is to make it a habit to give — time,
talent, attention, money, and other resources. Yes, | know I’'m “preaching to the choir.” The
motto Elks Care — Elks Share identifies every Elk as a leader in their community that willingly
exhibits the five constructs listed.

It seems to me that there will be many opportunities for our leaders with social issues,
health concerns (dare | mention Covid-19+), and unforeseen natural disasters to show our
collective and individual generosity. The new year has started and “March-ing” forward at a
rapid pace. Let us keep our focus, always Caring, and always Sharing.

Remember God loves you and so do I.

Blessings,

Zev. Mitee

Rev. Mike Hackbarth, Chaplain
Wisconsin Elks Association
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VICE-PRESIDENT'S REPORTS

SOUTH DISTRICT

PAT MORAN, V.P.

Hello everyone and hope you are all healthy.

Spring should be here. | had robins in my yard in late
February.

This past year has certainly been difficult for Lodges
in the South District as well as the entire state. The
pandemic forced some Lodges down here to follow
strict city regulations and capacity limits have certainly
caused financial hardships. But despite all this
Lodges have continued to do amazing things in their
communities. The use of national and state grants
have made huge impacts on individual lives. Food
pantries were filled, needy children were provided
with winter clothing and disabled people as well as
our veterans were helped out in so many ways. Plans
are in place at many Lodges for new fundraisers to
continue to help individuals. Well done!

A welcome and congratulations to all new officers
in the South District are in order. Your input and
work forms the future of your Lodge. Good luck to
all. To outgoing ER’s — have you given any thoughts
about your future at your Lodge or possibly the state
level?

Finally, this is my last article as the South District VP.
After three consecutive terms it’s time for someone
else to take this position. It has been an honor and
privilege to serve as VP. Pam and | have enjoyed
visiting the Lodges down here as well as others in
the state. We got to know some of you a lot better
and made new friends we will never forget. It was an
experience I'll always remember. | thank you all for
the support and advice your have given me during the
past three years. Be proud of the work you have done
in the past and make plans to continue to help the less
fortunate in our communities.

Thanks again for three great years. Pam and | look
forward to seeing you all soon.
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NORTHWEST DISTRICT
A 14 , )

GREG MAZUR, V.P.

It’s been so very heartening to see the Northwestern
District participation in the virtual ER Marches. Thank
you all so much for your generous donations to our
State Major Project and Wisconsin Benevolent Fund!
A shout out absolutely needs to be made to our State
President Jerry Brien for encouraging all of our Lodges
to participate with Facebook to make our actions
visible. Pictures speak a thousand words in that
respect.

Northwestern District Lodges continue to open up
our Lodges to events, while making sure to encourage
proper cleansing and social distancing for the health
and well-being of all our members. Although we
treasure the mystic roll call of those who will come no
more, we all know that we’re all better off keeping our
living members as safe as possible!

Congratulations to our Lodges that have kept our
Memorial Service intact and purposeful. Thank you
to all who have sustained our veterans through
these difficult times — Rice Lake brought in Patrick
Testin to speak at the Heroes Café, Eau Claire for very
generously sponsoring Sofas for Service (household
furnishings to veterans in need), and Chippewa Falls
for partnering with Rump’s Butcher Shoppe to supply
above-and-beyond nourishment for our homeless
(VHRP) veterans.

The fish fry’s and steak feeds served by our Lodges
(especially Marshfield) bring us back to our Elks
families, and remind us to do all we can safely do
to re-establish Brotherly Love. Let’s use whatever
momentum we can muster to encourage our current
members and show our prospective members how
Elkdom enhances our everyday lives.



FIRST LADY'S MESSAGE

Happy Spring, Everyone!

It is a year since this pandemic changed our lives and how we do our Elk work. We have all
learned to communicate in new ways. This Convention will be a new experience, but | am
sure we are all up to the task. It is important that we meet to approve the Budget and to
especially vote for new officers.

It is a great honor that Jerry and | will be allowed to be your State President and First Lady
a second year. We tried to meet some of you in your Lodges this past year and look forward
to actually having State President’s Night in Lodges this coming year.

Please continue to apply for grants and help your communities. Stay safe. We’ll see you soon.

Fraternally,
Kathy

Kathy Brien, First-Lady
Wisconsin Elks Association

TAMPA NATIONAL CONVENTION

For those Wisconsin Elks that plan on attending the national convention in Tampa, the official hotel
RSVP form is available.
Just a heads up, there are no suites available, the few the hotel have are spoken for already.

Email: jason.p.somers@gmail.com to receive your copy

This year we are asking that you sign up for the Hilton Honors rewards card for multiple reasons:
1) won’t need to provide a cc auth form for you will store you cc in the app. 2) provide your room
preference in the app. 3) makes check in quicker. 4) collect points towards free stays. 5) you will
receive your stay confirmation quicker

Current information: WI & IL are sharing this hotel and there are 3 other states within a 12 min
walking distance. You will need to either rent a car, take an Uber/Lyft or use the convention shuttle to
the convention center.
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David Hagen
Hat in the Ring For
President-Elect of the Wisconsin Elks Association

| hope that you and your families have remained healthy and safe during
this unforgettable and challenging year.

Our Lodges were closed down due to Covid-19, Lodge meetings were
conducted virtually, new officers were installed virtually, state
association convention and conferences were cancelled. Our Lodges
have all suffered financially and we all wear masks to protect ourselves
from the virus.

N\ | threw my Hat in the Ring for President-Elect of the WEA at the Grand

. / Lodge Convention in San Antonio in 2018. 2018-2019 and 2019-2020
years were filled with traveling to all of our great Wisconsin Elks Lodges for the WEA State
President Lodge Visits, meeting your officers and members and marveled at the charitable work
Lodges due for local communities. Kathy and | have developed great Elks friendships during
these two years.

Then in 2020 Covid-19 restrictions stopped all Lodge visits and postponed the election. This
stopped the momentum of the campaign; however, it did not stop my desire to be your next
President-Elect of the Wisconsin Elks Association

| joined the Elks because of my passion for the charitable work that we as Elks do in our
communities and state. Promoting our charitable work and instilling our Members with the
Great Heart of Elkdom is the foundation of my campaign as | seek your support for President-
Elect of the WEA.
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Karl Hanke for State President Elect

“Elkdom Is not found in a statue book, Friday night fish fry, or in a members
checkbook. But rather the spirit of Elkdom is born and lives within our hearts.

Believe me when I tell you | have enough Elkdom in my heart to share with all
Wisconsin Elks.”

| promise to do everything | can to help all lodges increase membership and to
motivate current members to be more active.

Second generation Elk

Lecturing Knight 2012 Loyal Knight 2013 Officer of the Year 2013
Leading Knight 2014 Exalted Ruler 2015 Auditor to the DD Northeast 2016
Elk of the Year 2016 Chair of ER/Leading Knight 2016 Esquire to the DD Northeast
2017 District Deputy Northeast 2018 Vice President Northeast 2018 State Trustee 2019

Chair of Membership and Lapsation 2019
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HATS IN THE RING FOR

VICE-PRESIDENT
SOUTH DISTRICT

Candidate for the office of:
VICE-PRESIDENT SOUTH DISTRICT
Wisconsin Elks Association
JASON SOMERS, P.E.R.
Waukesha #400
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HAT IN THE RING FOR VICE-PRESIDENT CENTRAL

Jim Francisco has been a lifelong resident of Baraboo, aside
from the years he spent at Oshkosh earning his college degree.
Jim and his wife, Pat, raised two sons in Baraboo and Jim spent
his career in purchasing and logistics. He was initiated into the
Baraboo Elks Lodge #688 on October 23, 1982.

Shortly before Jim retired, he lost his wife, Pat, to a long-lived
illness. Upon retirement, he decided to rekindle his interest and
activity in the Lodge and in his community. He also
became active in Baraboo as a Commissioner for the Parks and
Recreation Commission and has served as Vice-President there
for several years. That position has been helpful in recognizing
the needs present in our community as our Lodge seeks to

promote and assist with the needs of those we serve. In 2018, Jim
married his current wife, Kathy. She was recently elected to serve her fourth year as Secretary of the
Baraboo Elks Lodge.

Jim served as Esquire, Lecturing Knight, Leading Knight and, finally, Exalted Ruler in 2019-20. It was an
extremely busy and productive year as the Lodge moved out of the Ringling Mansion into its present
location in downtown Baraboo. In the same year, the Lodge maintained a balanced budget for the first
time in many years. Jim was presented a commendation for Outstanding Service that year from Jim
Meyer, who served as Special Deputy in our District and was Grand Lecturing Knight to the Grand
Exalted Ruler in 2019-20. Through attendance at many WEA State Conventions, and at the National
Convention in St. Louis in 2019, Jim has made many new friends in the Elks organization. He seeks to
serve as Vice-President in his district as a way to learn even more from fellow Lodges and their members
and share what he has learned with them along the way. He would consider the position both a
privilege and an opportunity to attain many more friends who are dedicated to the mission of the Elks.
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HATS IN THE RING

ENDORSEMENT FOR ANDY OLANDER

The members, officers and Past Exalted
Rulers of Marshfield Elks Lodge #665, endorses
Andy Olander, PER, PDDGER as a candidate for
State Trustee at Large of the Wisconsin Elks
Association. Since becoming an Elk, Andy has
been active in numerous leadership roles at the
local and state level. Most recently, Andy
serves as the State Scholarship Committee
Chairman, Marshfield Lodge Grand Coordinator
and State Trustee-At-Large.

Andy is an active and dedicated Elk, whose
many efforts have affected countless students
and Elks throughout the state of Wisconsin. In
our Lodge, if you need someone to step up and
pitch in, Andy will always be one of the first to
volunteer. He is always willing to help mentor a
new officer, welcome a new member and
acknowledge all members of our Lodge.

It is with great pride the officers and
members of Marshfield Lodge #665 give our
support to Andy Olander for the office of State
Trustee-At-Large of the Wisconsin Elks
Association.

Signed,
Nick McCauley, ER, PER, Marshfield Elks #665

Jaye Franklin, PER, PDDGER, Marshfield Elks #665
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ENDORSEMENT FOR DAVID DeROSIER

The PER Association of Milwaukee Elks Lodge
#46; endorses and supports Dave DeRosier for
the position of WEA State Trustee for the South
District for the upcoming term. Dave's loyalty
to the Elks and commitment to our lodge and
the state over the years has been outstanding.

His past experience as a two time ER, PSP
and State Trustee serving as Chairman of the
Board of Directors will be very valuable to the
WEA in the upcoming term. We ask for your
consideration in your vote for this position for
Dave. Thanks for your consideration and
support of him in this endeavor.

Sincerely

Pam Moran
PER President, Milwaukee Elks Lodge #46



HATS IN THE RING

Hats In The Ring for
VICE PRESIDENT CENTRAL

Candidate for the office of
VICE PRESIDENT CENTRAL
Wisconsin Elks Association

JIM FRANCISCO
Baraboo #688

Hats In The Ring for
VICEPRESIDENTNORTHWEST

~

b &
Candidate for the office of
VICE PRESIDENT NORTHWEST

Wisconsin Elks Association

GREG MAZUR
Chippewa Falls #1326

Hats In The Ring for
VICEPRESIDENTNORTHEAST

4 )

- J

Candidate for the office of
VICE PRESIDENT NORTHEAST
Wisconsin Elks Association

Hats In The Ring for
VICE PRESIDENT SOUTH

Candidate for the office of
VICE PRESIDENT SOUTH
Wisconsin Elks Association

JASON SOMERS
Waukesha #400
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HATS IN THE RING

Hats In The Ring for Hats In The Ring for
STATE CHAPLAIN STATE TRUSTEE CENTRAL

Candidate for the office of

STATE CHAPLAIN Candidate for the office of

Wisconsin Elks Association STATE TRUSTEE CENTRAL
Wisconsin Elks Association
Mlcg,:EbL HACl#(ggpéRTH ANDY OLANDER
eboygan Marshfield #665
Hats In The Ring for Hats In The Ring for
STATE INNER GUARD STATE SECRETARY

Candidate for the office of
STATE NNER GUARD
Wisconsin Elks Association

Candidate for the office of
STATE SECRETARY
Wisconsin Elks Association

RYAN SWANTZ KEN JOHNSON

Watertown #666
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HATS IN THE RING

Hats In The Ring for
STATE PRESIDENT-ELECT

Candidate for the office of
STATE PRESIDENT-ELECT
Wisconsin Elks Association

DAVE HAGEN
Janesville #254

Hats In The Ring for
STATE PRESIDENT-ELECT

e 6 E
Candidate for the office of
STATE PRESIDENT-ELECT
Wisconsin Elks Association

KARL HANKE
Wausau #248

Hats In The Ring for
STATE TREASURER

Candidate for the office of
STATE TREASURER
Wisconsin Elks Association

JEFF LANGTON
Waukesha #400

Hats In The Ring for
STATE SERGEANT-AT-ARMS

STATE SERGEANT-AT-ARMS
Wisconsin Elks Association

DON BEHNKE
Sheboygan #299
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HATS IN THE RING

Hats In The Ring for
STATE TRUSTEE CENTRAL

Candldate for the office of

STATE TRUSTEE CENTRAL
Wisconsin Elks Association

TONY VOULGARIS
Oshkosh #292

Hats In The Ring for
STATE TRUSTEE SOUTH

Candidate for the office of
STATE TRUSTEE SOUTH
Wisconsin Elks Association

DAVID DeROSIER
Milwaukee #46

Hats In The Ring for

STATE TILER
4 I
N\ J
Candidate for the office of
STATE TILER

Wisconsin Elks Association
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2021 Wisconsin Elks Association State Golf Tournament
(Please print extra copies if needed)

Hosted By: Sheboygan Elks Lodge #299

Where: Town & Country Golf Course, W1943 County Road J, Sheboygan, WI

When: Monday, June 21, 2021, with a 10:00 a.m. shotgun start

Cost: S90 per golfer

Includes: -18 holes of golf with cart, range balls, lunch at the turn (brat or burger), par 3 betting

holes, and prizes on all 18 holes. For $5.00, a chance to win $1,000 on the first hole-in-
one on a par 3 hole. Raffles and buffet dinner will be held at the Sheboygan Elks Lodge.

Format: 4 person scramble, plus, each golfer receives a Mulligan. This tournament is open to Elk
members and guests. Foursomes may be co-ed, all male, or all female. One Elk member is
required with each foursome. If you do not have a foursome, you will be paired with others.

Deadline: **Registration Deadline-Saturday, June 12, 2021

Special Note: Check in begins at 8:30 a.m. You must register prior to getting your cart to
receive your golf packet. Please be on time. A $5.00 fee will be imposed to each
player who registers after the cutoff date.

Questions: Call Paul Soffa at 920-452-2505, or Scott Valenstein at 920-207-5915.

Return this part

2021 Wisconsin Elks Association State Golf Tournament
**Please return by REGISTRATION DEADLINE: Saturday, June 12, 2021

(Please Print Information)
Lodge name and number

Team captain and phone number Phone

Age as of Monday, June 21, 2021

Players: 1. Age 2. Age
3. Age 4, Age

Number of golfers w/buffet @590=S5__ total enclosed

Number of golfers w/o buffet @S$70=S total enclosed

Number of buffet tickets w/o golf @S$30=S total enclosed

Make check payable to: Sheboygan Elks #299 State Golf, include all fees with this form:
Sheboygan Elks #299
Attn: State Golf Tournament
1943 Erie Avenue
Sheboygan, W1 53081

Make extra copies if needed Spring 2021 - The Bugle - Page 17
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MAKE A RESERVATICH

156™ B.P.O.E. National Convention
July 4® through July 7 2021

PLEASE RETURN RESERVATION FORM ALONG WITH: @
-HOTEL CREDIT CARD AUTHORIZATION FORM .
-HOSPITALITY ROOM DONATIONS Hilton
-WISCONSIN NIGHT PARTY DONATIONS HoTeLs & ResonT

MAIL TO:
Jason Somers, P.E.R. HILTON
Grand Lodge Attendance Committee TAMPA ATRPORT WESTSHORE
PO Box 432
Muskego, WI 53150 2225 N. Lois Avenue
Tampa, FL 33607
{

MEMBER NAME: PARTNER NAME:

ADDRESS: CITY: Z1P:

CELL PHONE: E-MAIL:

LODGE NAME: LODGE NUMBER:

| ] GL Position [ | District Deputy [ | Exalted Ruler/Designee | | Lodge Officer [ | Member [ | State Officer

$ PERSONAL Hospitality Room Donation ($50/person -or- $85/couple)

$ Wisconsin Night Party Donation ($25/person -or- $45/couple)

$ Luggage Service Donation ($20/couple) *drop off time/date/location will be arranged*
$ LODGE Hospitality Room Donation ($100 per lodge)

-DONATION PAYMENT TYPE-
[ ] CASH [ ] CHECK (Payable to Grand Lodge Attendance) [ ] CREDIT CARD (Invoice Sent By PayPal

-ACCOMIDATIONS, RATES and TRAVEL DATES-

STANDARD ROOM Preferred Bed Selection (per hotel availability):

$118.00 per night plus applicable tax (14.5% Tax)
[ ]King [ ]2 Doubes

Arrival Date: Departure Date:
Request: [ ] ADA Compliant [ ] Parking (FREE) [ ] Other:

**Hotel will handle Room Deposit, YOU MUST return “Credit Card Authorization Form” with your R.S.V.P**
REMINDER: PRE-REGISTER FOR NATIONAL CONVENTION ON ELKS.ORG
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Credit Card Authorization Form

This Credit Card Authorization form has been created in order to allow you to have third party expenses
charged to your credit card. Please provide all the information requested below to ensure prompt processing.

We ask you to please sign and date the form before submission.

Please send the completed form to:
Jason Somers
Wisconsin Elks Grand Lodge Attendance Chairman

Cardholder Information - REQUIRED

Card Type: O MasterCard OVISA ODiscover OAMEX

Cardholder Name (as shown on card):

Card Number:

Expiration Date (mm/yyyy): /

ZIP Code (from credit card billing address):

Guest Information - REQUIRED

Guest Name:

Address:

City, State and Zip:

Phone Number:

E-mail:

Arrival Date: / / Departure Date: /

Rate Information and Approved Charges - REQUIRED

Room Rate: Number of nights:

O Valet/Parking [ Laundry [ Movies [0 Other:

OAll Charges ORoom Deposit [Room & Tax [ Telephone Charges

O Restaurant/Bar [ Room Service

1, , understand that should there be any issues with the credit/debit card being used to settle my

charges, I will be responsible for all expenses incurred during my stay.

Guest Signature Date

1, , certify that all information is complete and accurate. I hereby authorize Hilton Tampa Airport
Westshore to collect payment for all charges as indicated in the Rate Information and Approved Charges section of this form by

processing a charge to the credit/debit card listed above.

Cardholder Signature Date
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COPY DEADLINES

FALL CONFERENCE
August 1

MID-WINTER CONFERENCE
December 1

CONVENTION ISSUE
March 1

SUMMER ISSUE
June 1

Wisconsin Elks Association WEBPAGE: www.wielks.org

Thanks Jerry and Kathy for all you have done this year.
May next year be bigger and better!



