
Watertown Elks Lodge   666 Youth Art Program 
Hello, my name is Paul Dominguez. I am 
an artist and a Watertown Elks Member. My 
medium in art is colored pencil on wood. 
Our lodge in Watertown sponsors a summer 
mural program. With help from the local High 
school faculty, I recruit students to take part in 
the program. We get together for a few hours 
each week all summer long. In the beginning, we 
work on composition and layout of the mural. 
We practice drawing the subject of the mural  
 

and learn some info or history of the subjects of 
the piece. Then we get to work. 
These murals are done with colored pencil. All 
colored pencil, the outside black boarder is the 
only painted part if the piece. All of the color 
in the back, middle and foreground is done in 
colored pencil! Black no. 2 pencil is then used for 
detail and shading.
The drawings are done on large sheets of birch 
plywood. We use birch because of the beautiful 

wood grain. The panels are framed on the 
backside to strengthen the sheets of plywood. 
After the completion, the piece is coated with 
coats of polyurethane, this richens the colors 
and wood grains as to fit nicely with the 
beautiful woodwork throughout the 100 year 
old building. 
Working with the young artists is great! 
Through the hours of work, I get to know the 
kids pretty well. We have a lot of fun talking 
about different things while we work. One 
thing though – their music… kids these days 
and their music (yes, I’m no different than my 
parents!) But, I must say that these young artists 
impressed with their knowledge, manners, 
imaginations, and their plans and dreams for the 
future. If these young people are any indication 
of how the future will be, I think the future will 
be just fine.
My favorite part of the summer project is not 
the finished piece, but the creation of it! At first, 
the finish seems far off, but after some time, 
the students see what it is becoming. Using 
only colored pencils takes time and requires 
perseverance. Our motto is “tackle the hard stuff 
because the rewards are much greater.”
I’d like to thank our members for making these 
projects possible. I’m very impressed with the 
quality of the people at the Watertown Lodge. It 
seems that everything they do is for the good of 
others and I’m proud to be a part of it! Thank you.

Below is the largest of the murals 
measuring 18 feet long. This mural 
hangs on the wall of the staircase at the 
main entrance. Our idea was to enter the 
building and walk up the stairs with the 
Elk. We added an eagle for 3-D effect 
and the ER Elk at the top wearing the 
ceremonial Jewels. Lastly, we included 
the 11th hour which means so much in 
the Elk culture. 

Top right: This mural was the first of the three 
murals completed. It hangs in a prominent 
place adjacent to the main lounge, our goal 
was to make the Bull Elk seem to be coming 
out of the picture to join the rest of us. We also 
created the flags on sperate pieces and raised 
them off the main board for more 3-D effect. 
This mural is 6’ x 4’.

Middle right: This was the second mural. 
It hangs at the entrance at the rear of the 
building. This mural was made to honor our 
veterans. Note the raised logos of our armed 
forces. Yes all drawn with colored pencil. This 
mural is 6’ x 4’.

Left: Members of the Watertown lodge 666 
proudly pose in front of the mural before final 
installation on the grand staircase.
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Lower right: Some of the students 
hard at work on the mural. 


