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STATE SPONSOR’S MESSAGE 

 

  We are all living through a time of great 
uncertainty when we do not know exactly what will 
come in the weeks and months ahead.  We find 
ourselves in extraordinary circumstances, coming 
together to ensure the health and safety of our families, 
friends and communities as the COVID-19 Pandemic 
continues to escalate.  The health and safety of our Elks 
Family is the Wisconsin Elks Association's top priority.  
To that end, you may have already heard that our 
Spring Convention has been postponed as of this 
writing.  The situation is evolving daily and because of 
that a new date for our convention has not been 
decided at this time.  I assure you that the officers and
leaders of the Wisconsin Elks Association are on top of the situation and will keep you informed as 
decisions are made.  We also encourage all members to follow the guidelines recently sent out to all 
Lodges by our Grand Exalted Ruler Robert L. Duitsman.   
 Let's pray that this pandemic is short-lived so we can all get back to a normal life as we know it. 
  
God Bless and please stay healthy,  
 

 
F. Louis Sulsberger 
Past Grand Exalted Ruler 
Wisconsin State Sponsor 
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PRESIDENT-ELECT’S MESSAGE 
Greetings, 
 

I did not anticipate writing my 
first article quite this way.  We are in a 
situation that has never been charted 
before in many of our lifetimes.  It is 
natural to be concerned and, of course, 
we need to look out for the safety and 
health of all.  I do believe we need to 
look at how we will respond both for the 
present and for the future.  Before doing 
that I want to reflect on some events 
that have occurred in past years.  We 
have some of our older members who 
remember Dec. 7, 1941 with the 
bombing of Pearl Harbor.  Many of our 
members recall where they were on 
Nov. 22, 1963 when Pres. John F. 
Kennedy was assassinated.  Sept. 11, 
2001 saw a series of attacks that 
changed our way of life and how we 
looked at security throughout the 
United States.  We have all had many 
personal challenges that have also 
occurred as individuals.  I bring this up 
because the one common thread in all 
of these is that we have bounced back 
and stood behind each other to make 
the situation better.  This is where we, 
as Elks, have to stand firm as we face 
the crisis of the coronavirus.  We need 
to be proud of all the things we do for 
our communities.  What we as Elks do in 
the upcoming year will stand as an 
example of how we reunite our 
community.  We need to continue to 
plan for those things that keep our  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

communities better.  Let’s make sure 
that as communities refocus that the 
Elks are recognized as one of the first to 
support them.  As individuals we need to 
look out for our friends and neighbors; 
especially our elderly.  They are our 
most vulnerable with this crisis and they 
need to know that as Elks we will help 
them.  With many schools shutting 
down, we have youth that are scared 
and not really understanding what is 
happening.  Some of these kids won’t 
have the support at home that they 
enjoyed in the school setting.  Elks need 
to support them and continue strong 
youth programs for them to participate 
in.  Our veterans have, through the 
years, been an example of leadership in 
protecting our country.  Let’s us as Elks 
build on that leadership. 

I want to thank Nikki and Ron for 
their past leadership.  They have served 
our state well.  This wasn’t the way Nikki 
wanted to end her term but has shown 
all of our Lodges “Service Before Self”.  
Thank you Nikki and Ron for your travels 
and mentoring.  You are terrific. 
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PRESIDENT-ELECT’S MESSAGE             

As your President I am anxious to 
provide the leadership to lead this 
Association for the upcoming year. I 
thank you for your confidence in me.  
My motto, which I would have 
introduced at the May Convention, is "A 
Vision for Youth, Veterans, and 
Community”.  Wisconsin Elks, we will 
get through this crisis and become 
stronger as we have for 152 years.  
Kathy and I look forward to our visits as I 
see what we have done to move Elks 
forward.  
 
Fraternally, 
 
Jerry 
Jerry Brien 
Wisconsin Elks President-Elect 
 

VICE-PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

Greetings from the South District.  
Hopefully by the time you are reading 
this spring is here and we can put 
another winter behind us. 

I would like to thank you for 
allowing me to serve as the South 
District V.P. for the last two years.  It has 
been an enjoyable experience and Pam 
and I had a great time visiting Lodges 
and making new friends. 

During the past two years the 
Lodges in the South has made great 
strides in reaching out to their 
communities by helping them with the 
use of State and National Grants as well  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

as their own programs.  You have 
reached out to individuals as well as 
organizations, and your work has not 
gone unnoticed.  Please continue to 
utilize these grants in the upcoming 
year. 

Many thanks to Nikki for a great 
year of Elkdom.  Pam and I enjoyed 
traveling with you and Ron. 

We wish the new President, Jerry 
Brien, and his wife, Kathy, the best in 
the upcoming year.  We know he will do 
a great job in promoting Elks. 

Here’s wishing all of you the best 
in the new year of Elkdom, especially 
the new Lodge and State Officers. 

Thanks again for all the support 
and help you have given during the past 
two years. 

 
Pat Moran, PER 
V.P. South District 



             STATE PRESIDENT’S CALENDAR 
 
MAY 16        ELKS RESPITE CENTER CLEAN-UP 
JUNE 13       APPLETON FLAG DAY PARADE 
                    APPLETON VISIT 
JUNE 19       WATERTOWN VISIT 
JUNE 20       ELK DAY AT RESPITE CENTER 
                     PORTAGE VISIT 
JULY 2-9       GRAND LODGE CONVENTION-BALTIMORE 
JULY 24         JANESVILLE VISIT  
JULY 26         BELOIT VISIT 
AUG. 7          ASHLAND VISIT 
AUG. 8          SUPERIOR VISIT 
AUG. 21        EAU CLAIRE VISIT 
AUG. 22        CHIPPEWA FALLS VISIT 
AUG. 23        RICE LAKE VISIT 
SEPT. 17-20     FALL CONFERENCE-APPLETON 
OCT. 3          WAUKESHA VISIT 
OCT. 4          PANCAKE BREAKFAST-CAMP WAWBEEK 
OCT. 16        NEENAH-MENASHA VISIT 
OCT. 17        MARSHFIELD VISIT 
OCT. 23        KAUKAUNA VISIT        
OCT. 24        OSHKOSH VISIT 
NOV. 7         BARABOO VISIT 
NOV. 14       MADISON VISIT 
DEC. 4          GREEN BAY VISIT 
DEC. 5          OCONTO VENISON FEED 
                     OCONTO VISIT 
DEC. 12        ANTIGO VISIT 
JAN. 9          MARINETTE VISIT 
JAN. 30        MILWAUKEE VISIT 
FEB. 4-7       MID-WINTER CONFERENCE-GREEN BAY 
FEB. 12-13   STATE HOOP SHOOT-WAUSAU 
FEB. 13        WAUSAU VISIT 
FEB. 20        BEAVER DAM VISIT 
MAR. 12      MANITOWOC VISIT 
MAR. 13      SHEBOYGAN VISIT 
MAR. 26      ST. POINT VISIT 
MAR. 27      WIS. RAPIDS VISIT 
APR. 10       PLATTEVILLE VISIT 
MAY6-9       SPRING CONVENTION-APPLETON      
   
 

“A VISION FOR YOUTH, VETERANS AND COMMUNITY” 
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DISTRICT DEPUTY’S REPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spring is just around the corner and we 

are all shaking off the winter blues.  Time to 
keep up all the good works of Elkdom and start 
the new Lodge year with enthusiasm.  

To all my Central District newest PER’s, 
thank you for all you did this last year. 

Jim Francisco, Baraboo-you made the 
transition from the old mansion into your new 
Lodge seem easy but we all know it wasn’t.  
You, your officers, and members have formed 
quite the working bond that will benefit the 
whole Lodge and community. 

Jim Staskal, Beaver Dam-you kept the 
word of Elkdom going in your city by being 
visible and active with Brat Fry’s, Super Bowl 
Raffle and, of course, the wonderful Christmas 
Basket program that reaches so many.  For a 
small Lodge without a building, yet, you make a 
huge difference in the community. 

Pat Buck, Neenah Menasha-your work 
with the Boys and Girls Club and the Scouting 
program can’t be beat. You have had fun 
fundraisers for a good cause and I will always 
remember shaving off your moustache for one 
of them. 

Jeannie Lange, Oshkosh-wow you have 
managed a very active Lodge with true Elkdom 
in your heart. The use of grant monies to better 
your community made a huge impact on every 
facet of the city. 

Matt Gorsuch, Portage-you continued 
to increase the Lodge visibility in the 
community with the Shop with a Cop Program, 
weekly Brat Fry’s on the veranda, and using the 
grant monies for projects that affect everyone; 
all while doing advance planning on the Lodge 
building itself.  

Mike Wright, Sheboygan-you have a 
strong worker core that gets the work done and 
reaches out to the community in so many ways.  
You and your officers work together for the 
betterment of all. 

Wayne Arbogast, Watertown-you have 
kept the Lodge busy with all the “everyday” 
activities and in addition, have had major 
events like the game feed and Blues nights to 
keep the members involved; all while 
remodeling the main bar. That’s a lot of team 
work. 
 
CENTRAL DISTRICT YOU ROCK! 
 Lowest membership losses in the state, grant 
monies used for your communities, and all 
around great people to work with. You make 
me the proudest District Deputy in the state! 
 To the new ER’s and Officers, as they 
say in the Installation Ritual-all may not be clear 
sailing- but I am here to help.  I wish you the 
very best in this new Lodge year and I am happy 
to help make the transition as easy as possible. 
Please contact me with any issues or concerns 
you may have. 
 
Fraternally yours, 
 

Jackie Heitmann 
 
DDGER WI Central District 
Wisconsin Elks Association 
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CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whatever you do, work at it with all 
your heart, as working for the Lord, 

not for men. 

Colossians 3: 23 NIV 

 

There are many people “experts” that 
have created careers for themselves by trying to 
find out what it is that makes people successful.  
These “experts” look at people’s credentials, 
intelligence, education, and other criteria.  These 
things are important, yet, passion is what makes 
the difference. 
Here are four truths about passion and what it 
can do for a leader: 

1. Passion is the first step to achievement – 
one’s desire determines one’s destiny – 
the hotter the fire – the greater the 
desire – and greater the potential. 

2. Passion increases willpower – Passion is 
fuel for the will.  If something is desired 
badly enough – one can find the 
willpower to achieve it. 

3. Passion changes you – if we follow our 
passions instead of other’s perceptions, 
we cannot help but become a more 
dedicated and productive person.  
Ultimately, our passions will have more 
influence on us than our personality. 

4. Passion makes the impossible possible – 
Humans are made in such a way that when 
something fires up our soul, “impossibilities” 

vanish.  A fire in the heart lifts everything in our 
life and a leader with great passion and a few 
skills will always outperform a leader with great 
skills and no passion. 

 We are at the beginning of a new “year” 
with new leaders, leaders with passion and 
willpower to accomplish assigned duties and 
perhaps opportunities yet unknown. 

May they accept their charges and work 
with all their heart “as working for the Lord, not 
for men.” 
 
Blessings, 
 
 

Rev. Mike 
Rev. Michael Hackbarth 
Wisconsin Elks Association 
 
 

 
VICE-PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 
As I finish my year as Northwest District 

Vice-President I would like to thank our State 
President, Nikki Shannon, and her husband Ron, 
President-Elect, Jerry Brien, and his wife, Kathy, 
for a wonderful year.  They are all an inspiration 
to everyone. 
 As I visited the eight Lodges in the 
Northwest District, I was very impressed by the 
hospitality and warm welcome from all.  As I 
learned what each Lodge had been actively 
doing in their community, I was truly impressed 
and humbled.  As Elks and true neighbors in our 
home towns, they have all stepped up with 
enthusiasm and open hearts.  I applaud each and 
every one of them! 
 
Daniel Crumb 
Northwest District Vice President 
Wisconsin Elks Association  
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Wisconsin Elks Association 
Grand Lodge Attendance Committee 

 
 
 
 
 
 
February 8th, 2020 
 
Jason Somers 
WEA GLAC 
P.O. Box 432 
Muskego, WI 53150 
 
Fellow Wisconsin Elk Members,  
 
I am reaching out to you today on behalf of the Grand Lodge Attendance Committee. In September, at our Fall 
Convention, it was approved at general session to purchase a new convention/parade trailer for the Wisconsin 
Elks Association. Sadly our current trailer has reached its life for our needs and it would not be economical to 
repair. We want to continue to let the community know who Elks are when we are on the road to convention, 
in their town passing through or attending an event at the lodge.  
 
To help offset some of the costs and keep the Wisconsin Elks spirit alive, the Grand Lodge Attendance 
Committee is looking to raise funds. We have asked each lodge to support us on this endeavor, but your 
personal support would help us that much more. Each one of the states 29 lodges were asked for a donation 
of a minimum of $150.00. With each $100.00 donation, your lodge or that member’s lodge, will be 
represented at an event of your choice with the trailer (as available).  
 
Thank you in advance for your contribution, for you have no idea how much it means to our committee to 
have your support.  
 
Checks can be made out to: Wisconsin Elks Association – memo: State Trailer 
 
Mailed To: Jason Somers, PO Box 432, Muskego, WI 53150 
 
Thank you again! 
 
Fraternally,  
 

Jason Somers 
 

Jason Somers, PER 
Chairman 
Grand Lodge Attendance Committee 
Wisconsin Elks Association 
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