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STATE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Hello my Fellow Elks, 
 

Finally warm weather is upon us. With 
the summer weather, this brings all of us to 
outdoor activities.  It seems that our exposure 
in our communities increases during this time of 
year. What a GREAT time to get prospective 
members to join this great organization.  When 
having Brat Fries, cookouts, kids events, 
parades, or just sitting around with friends or 
coworkers, start talking about what the Elks do 
for our Veterans, youth, and community.  Invite 
them to an event to enjoy and even volunteer. 
Let’s keep our membership growing and keep 
the Elks visible. 

Remember to turn in your volunteer 
hours so they get registered with Grand Lodge. 
Hours, number of people (members and non-
members), mileage, etc, all count. We all do 
many hours volunteering throughout the year, 
collectively millions, and this shows that we all 
put “Service Before Self”.  It is what we do as 
Elks, so keep up the Great Works of Elkdom! 

June is a busy month. Flag Day 
Ceremonies with our Lodges with the help of 
local Scout Troops.  Don’t forget to turn in your 
Lodge’s information on the Flag Day Ceremony 
you held to get monies back into your Lodge. 
Father’s Day, which is an honor in itself. The 
starting of State President’s visits to the Lodges 
around the state; Ron and I are looking forward 
to visiting your Lodge. Elks Day at Camp 
Wawbeek. Wisconsin definitely has the best 
State Major Project in the United States. Last, 
but not least, Ron and I, and many ER’s leaving 
for Grand Lodge Convention in St Louis, Mo.  I 
will make you all proud serving as Wisconsin 
State President in St. Louis and will carry the 
Wisconsin Flag high and with much pride. 
Looking out over the audience and seeing the 
Wisconsin Delegation all in red and white also 
representing Wisconsin Elkdom, what a PROUD 
moment!!!! 
`  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My goals for this year are :  
1) All Lodges to meet or exceed 

the Benevolent Fund $3.65 per 
member per capita. Remember 
a portion of this goes for the 
charitable budget.                                                                                                   

2) ENF. All Lodges to apply for the 
Grants available. Don’t leave 
money on the table.  Every 
community can use the monies 
in some way.  Let’s get the 
grants and get the money into 
the communities, and show 
that Elks DO Care and that Elks 
DO Share. Need help or ideas 
with the Grants? Contact Jerry 
Brien, President-Elect. 

3) A GAIN in membership. This 
should be every Lodge’s goal! 

4) I would like to see ALL Lodges 
represented at the Conferences 
and Conventions. Not only at 
the meetings but at the General 
session. 

 I cannot reach the above goals without 
each and every members help. You are all a 
vital part of our GREAT Wisconsin 
Delegation.  Be generous, not only with your 
giving of your time and ideas, but with your 
donations.        
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STATE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
I look forward to walking beside all of 

you this year spreading the works of Elkdom 
and spreading my motto for the year,   
“Service Before Self”, for what are we but  
the Best Service Organization around! 
 
Fraternally 

 
Nikki 
Nikki Shannon, State President 
Wisconsin Elks Association 
 
 
 
                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST GENTLEMAN’S MESSAGE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Hello All, 
 
 Let the 2019-2020 year begin with a 
couple of firsts for our State Association; me 
being the First Gentleman and with Nikki being 
the very first lady to become State President.   
 I will be asking for assistance with 
planning and running the Friday and Saturday 
breakfast. 
 This year my fundraiser proceeds will be 
split between the Benevolent Fund, and the 
other half is a surprise.  With your generosity, 
this raffle will be a great success with the 
proceeds being split for two great causes. 
 Let’s have a great year with Nikki being 
at the helm and spreading her motto, “Service 
Before Self”. 
 
Fraternally, 
 

Ron 
Ron Shannon, First Gentleman 
Wisconsin Elks Association 

 
 
 
 

INFORMATION FOR FALL CONFERENCE RESERVATIONS 
Red Lion Paper Valley Hotel  When making reservations, be sure to let them know that you 
333 W. College Avenue   are with the Wisconsin Elks Association.  The CUT-OFF DATE 
for 
Appleton, WI  54911 making reservations will be AUGUST 14, 2019.  After the cut-

off date you probably will  not get a room. 
Phone:  920-733-8000 
         or  800-333-3333 
Room Rate:  $99.00  

CAN YOU HELP…? 

 At our State Convention we asked 
that you continue to donate items for the 
Association Raffle.  At that Convention, 
because of your generosity in donations and 
purchasing tickets, we were able to donate 
over $1,500 to the Fisher House, which is 
similar to Ronald McDonald’s House, except 
it is for the families of Veterans.   
 Baskets, cash donations or  any items 
of any kind for men, women or children are 
very welcome.   
 Without your help, none of this 
would be possible, so please don’t forget to 
bring your items for the Raffle and purchase 
tickets. 
 Thanks in advance! 
 
          Nan Johnson        Karen Bennett 
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STATE PRESIDENT'S CALENDAR
St. Louis, Mo. Sun- Wed Grand Lodge Convention 6/30 - 7/3, 2019 Red Jackets/ White Pants St. Louis, Mo.

Janesville Saturday State President Visit 7/27/19 TBD Lodge
Beloit Sunday State President Visit 7/28/19 TBD TBD

Ashland Friday State President Visit 8/9/19 TBD Lodge
Superior Saturday State President Visit 8/10/19 TBD Lodge
Eau Claire Friday State President Visit 8/16/19 TBD Lodge

Chippewa Falls Saturday State President Visit 8/17/19 TBD Lodge
Rice Lake Sunday State President Visit 8/18/19 TBD Lodge
Appleton Fri-Sun Fall Conference 9/12-9/15,2019 Red Jackets Paper Valley
Waukesha Saturday State President Visit 10/5/19 TBD Lodge

Neenah-Menasha Friday State President Visit 10/18/19 TBD Lodge
Marshfield Saturday State President Visit 10/19/19 TBD Lodge
Kaukauna Friday State President Visit 10/25/19 TBD TBD
Oshkosh Saturday State President Visit 10/26/1019 TBD Lodge
Baraboo Saturday State President Visit 11/2/19 TBD TBD

Green Bay Friday State President Visit 12/6/19 TBD Lodge
Oconto Saturday S P Visit/Venison Feed 12/7/19 TBD Lodge
Antigo Saturday State President Visit 12/14/19 TBD Lodge

Marrinette Saturday State President Visit 1/4/20 TBD Lodge
Madison Saturday State President Visit 1/11/20 TBD Lodge

Milwaukee Saturday State President Visit 1/25/20 TBD Lodge
Appleton Fri-Sun Mid Winter Conf. 1/31-2/2,2020 Red Jackets Paper Valley
Wausau Saturday State Hoop Shoot 2/8/20 Red Jackets Lodge
Wausau Saturday State President Visit 2/8/20 Dark Suit Lodge

Beaver Dam Saturday State President Visit 2/22/20 TBD TBD
Manitowoc Friday State President Visit 3/13/20 TBD Lodge
Sheboygan Saturday State President Visit 3/14/20 Dark Suit Lodge
Iowa City Fri-Sat Regional Hoop Shoot 3/20-21,2020 Red Jackets Iowa City

Stevens Point Friday State President Visit 3/27/20 TBD Lodge
Wisconsin Rapids Saturday State President Visit 3/28/20 TBD Lodge

Platteville Saturday State President Visit 4/4/20 TBD Lodge
Appleton Fri-Sun May Convention 5/1-5,3/2020 Red Jackets Paper Valley

            Service  before  Self

Red Jackets/White Pants
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FROM YOUR CHAPLAIN…   STATE SPONSOR’S MESSAGE 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Steadfast love and faithfulness preserve the king, 
and by steadfast love his throne is upheld.  Proverbs 
20: 28  ESV 

 
A leader’s history of successes and 

failures makes a big difference in their 
credibility.  It’s a little like earning and spending 
pocket change.  Each time a good leadership 
decision is made, it puts “change” in your 
pocket. Each time one makes a poor decision, 
you have to give some of your “change” to the 
people. 

All leaders have a certain amount of 
change in their pockets when they start in a  
new position.  From that point onward, that 
leader either builds up their change or they pay 
it out.  Bad decisions cost them until they run 
out of change.  It doesn’t matter whether the 
blunders were big or small, when you are out of 
change, you are out as a leader. 

Leaders who keep making good 
decisions and recording “wins” build up change.  
If one makes a huge blunder, they still have 
change left over, as they still have the trust of 
the people. 

I’m sure that many of us have 
experienced technical and tactical “blunders” 
that cost us in the eyes and hearts of our peers.  
Taking the time to evaluate our decisions 
(possible bad vs possible good results) before 
taking action, usually insures success.   

 
Blessings, 

 

Rev. Mike 
Reverend Mike Hackbarth, Chaplain 
Wisconsin Elks Association 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Greetings To All, 
 

I would first like to congratulate all the 
new officers who have taken the controls of our 
Lodges and our Districts. Thank you for stepping 
up to the plate and if you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. Also, I 
would like to thank last year’s officers for the 
excellent year we had and look forward to 
working with all of you in the future.  

I know each and everyone’s goal is a 
successful year hitting the goals of the Grand 
Exalted Ruler and State President in the Elks 
National Foundation and the Wisconsin State 
Projects. Also, let’s strive this year to try and 
achieve that one plus member. The Order came 
very close to having a gain last year so let’s all 
work together to achieve that goal.  

As many of us get ready for the Grand 
Lodge Convention in St. Louis, I ask all those 
Exalted Rulers to please make all of the sessions 
and take back to your Lodges ideas that may 
enhance the operation of your Lodge. For many 
of you this will be your first Grand Lodge 
Convention. I remember fondly my first 
Convention so many, many years ago and I am 
sure your experience will be as good as mine 
was.  

Looking forward to seeing everyone real 
soon. Let’s all work together for the betterment 
of our communities and always remember. 
“Elks Care, Elks Share”.   

 
Until Then, God Bless, 
 

  F. Louis Sulsberger 
F. Louis Sulsberger, P.G.E.R., State Sponsor  
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VICE-PRESIDENT’S REPORTS 
NORTHWEST DISTRICT 

 
BY TROY MAGNUSON V.P. 

 
  

Greetings from the Northwest District. 
Winter just wants to hang on in the northwest 
with the snow and cold weather.  As this goes 
to print, we can only hope that spring arrives 
and warms up for the outdoor activities the 
Lodges have planned. 
 As a first time VP, I am looking forward 
to assisting you if needed.  I do have a learning 
curve and will be reaching out for some 
information in order to do a good job for our 
District. If you need anything you can call or 
email me. Cell # 218-730-7302 or 
troymelks403@gmail.com.  
 As we get started in the 2019-2020 year 
supporting our State President’s Motto of 
“Service before Self”, let us keep this in mind as 
we plan and hold our events for the upcoming 
year.  Many Lodges hold outstanding 
community service events and I look forward to 
sharing these with all Lodges in our District. 
 As we start our travels to visit our 
District Lodges, Colleen and I are looking 
forward to learning about each Lodge and how 
each of you support the community around 
you.  Together as a District sharing each Lodge’s 
successes as well as lessons learned, we can 
enjoy greater community service and 
membership growth.  Elks Do!!! 
 Be safe in your travels and if we don’t 
see you in St Louis, we will see you at the Fall 
Conference.  Let‘s have some more fun! 
 
 
 

SOUTH DISTRICT 
 

BY PAT MORAN, V.P. 
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I would like to thank-you for re-electing 

me as the VP for the South District for the 2019-
2020 Elks year. It is a honor to serve in this 
position again. Pam and I enjoyed the visits last 
year and we look forward seeing you again and 
making new friends.   

The summer is traditionally a time for 
family vacations, and to those of you going on 
one have a safe trip wherever your adventures 
are. For those of you that spend a little vacation 
at the Grand Lodge Convention we hope you 
have a great time and enjoyed the ceremonies. 
It truly is an event you will always remember.   

Now is the time your Lodge should be 
pursuing all the Grants you can get.  Whether it 
is a State Grant or a Grant from Grand Lodge 
please don't leave money on the table.  The use 
of these grants can make a big impact in your 
local community.  If you need any help please 
let me know.   

This is also a good time to see how your 
Lodge is doing with respect to donations to the 
ENF, State Major Project and Wisconsin 
Benevolent Fund.  Encourage your members to 
donate to these important projects. You may 
even wish to hold a fundraiser to assure your 
Lodge makes its goals.   

Please enjoy the summer.  Best of luck 
to your Lodge and all your members as the year 
goes on. Pam and I look for to the upcoming 
State President's visits with Nikki and Ron.  We 
will see you soon at the Fall Conference in 
September. 
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CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS 
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PRE-REGISTRATION FORM – DEADLINE AUGUST 5, 2019 
FALL CONFERENCE – SEPTEMBER 12-15, 2019 

RED LION PAPER VALLEY CONVENTION CENTER, APPLETON 
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM FOR W.E.A. CONFERENCE 

(REGISTRATION INFORMATION – PLEASE PRINT) 
One form per member, please print 

 
FIRST NAME:_______________________________     LAST NAME____________________________________     
ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
LODGE NAME:________________________________________________________________________________ 
SPOUSE/GUEST (FIRST & LAST NAMES)____________________________________ _________________________________ _  
                                                                (BADGE PROVIDED ONLY IF ATTENDING LUNCHEON) 
      NO TICKETS  COST 
PRE-REGISTRATION FEE:                1      @$15.00             $  15.00 
 
LADIES LUNCHEON                  
               Turkey & Provolone  Sandwich    - - - - - - - - - - - -  _____   @$13.00              $_______     
  Philly Steak Sandwich                   - - - - - - - - - - - -  _____   @$13.00              $_______ 
 
ASSOCIATION LUNCHEON      
               Turkey & Provolone Sandwich    - - - - - - - - - - - -  _____   @$13.00              $_______     
 Philly Steak Sandwich                     - - - - - - - - - - - -  _____   @$13.00             $_______    
  
SATURDAY NIGHT BANQUET       
 Chicken Cordon Bleu    - - - - - - - - - - - -  _____   @$19.00             $_______ 
    Smoked Pork Loin   - - - - - - - - - - - -  _____   @$19.00             $_______ 
 
ALL MEALS INCLUDE TAX & TIP                    TOTAL       $ _________ 
           
Make Checks payable to WEA  and  send to Ken Johnson, State Sec. WEA, 1602 Foothill Avenue, Schofield, WI  54476 
 
LADIES AND ASSOCIATION LUNCHEONS 

 
Turkey & Provolone Sandwich:  Smoked turkey breast, provolone cheese, cranberry relish and roasted apple 
and honey Dijon mayonnaise on a nine grain bun served with dill potato salad, chips and coffee, tea or milk. 

 
 Philly Steak Sandwich:  Sliced beef, onion and provolone cheese on French bread served with assorted 

condiments, dill potato salad, chips and coffee, tea or milk. 
 
SATURDAY NIGHT BANQUET 

 
Chicken Cordon Bleu:  Breaded boneless breast of chicken filled with ham and gruyere cheese, finished with 
supreme sauce.  Served with a fresh garden salad with choice of buttermilk ranch and French dressings, 
broccoli florets, rice pilaf, rolls and butter and coffee, tea or milk. 
 
Smoked Pork Loin:  Smoked pork loin served with a stone-ground mustard Hollandaise sauce.  Served with a 
fresh garden salad with choice of buttermilk ranch and French dressings, asparagus spears, roasted red potatoes,  
rolls and butter and coffee, tea or milk. 
      
 
 
 
                FORMS POSTMARKED AFTER AUGUST 5, 2019 WILL BE RETURNED TO 

SENDER. YOU WILL HAVE TO REGISTER ON SITE AT A FEE OF $25.00. 
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Wisconsin Elks Association 
CHARITABLE 

LODGE GRANT APPLICATION 2019-2020 
DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION 12/31/19– NO EXCEPTIONS 

 1 

 
Wisconsin Elks Association, Inc. 
Application for Charitable Lodge Grants  
Each fiscal year Lodges may seek (A maximum reimbursement of $3.00 per member as 
of Mar. 31st 2019  or $300.00 whichever is greater) 
When these checks are issued, please acknowledge that these are grants from the 
Wisconsin Elks Association. 
 
Date      ____________ 
 
Lodge Name & Number     ____________ 
 
Choose either A or B. 

A 
 
(  ) At the regular Lodge meeting dated _________, the Lodge voted to seek 
reimbursement from the Wisconsin Elks Association for the following unreimbursed - 
charitable, educational, or patriotic/veteran’s programs.  We have already expended the 
monies, and attached are copies of the front and back of the cancelled checks for which 
we are seeking reimbursement. 

B 
 
(  ) At the regular Lodge meeting dated _________, the Lodge voted to have the 
Wisconsin Elks Association write a two part check to the Lodge and  to the recipient for  
the following charitable, educational, or patriotic/veteran’s programs (absolutely no more 
than three): 
 

1. __________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. __________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
3. __________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
Total amount requested: ___________________ 
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Wisconsin Elks Association 
CHARITABLE 

LODGE GRANT APPLICATION 2019-2020 
DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION 12/31/19– NO EXCEPTIONS 

 2 

 
*To be considered charitable, the monies generally have to be given to a 501c(3) 
organization, such as the United Way or the Wisconsin Elks Major Project  (the 
organization can supply you with their IRS determination letter if they truly are a 
501c(3)); youth groups such as scouting, boys and girls clubs, youth athletic leagues; not 
for profit schools; churches, etc.  The IRS regulations say that gifts to individuals, no 
matter how needy, are not charitable unless the name is received from a specific 
government agency or a 501c(3) organization.  (The lodge itself can spend the money, if 
the names of the people that it services are received from a governmental or 501c(3) 
organization, and only those people are the ones benefiting.) 
 
*To qualify as educational, the money has to go to the school, in the name of the school 
and the individual.  (This ensures that the monies are spent on tuition and not on personal 
expenses.)   
 
The list above is not a complete list and there are many types of activities and events that 
may be eligible but have not been listed, please contact Jeff Langton, Treasurer of the 
Wisconsin Elks Association, should you have any questions on what programs might be 
eligible.   
 
(We apologize for the stringent controls in place, but we are holding these funds in trust, 
and we have to make sure that the funds are spent for the purpose for which they were 
originally donated.) 
 
I understand that it is solely up to the discretion of the Wisconsin Elks Trustees to 
determine if a program is eligible for reimbursement.  Further, we have not received any 
reimbursement for these programs from any other source, including other Wisconsin Elks 
Association committees, nor from our general membership, unless noted above. 
 
Submit to the State Secretary no later than December 31, 2019. 
 
 
 
_____________ 
Signed 
 
_____________ 
Title 
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