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STATE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
To My Wisconsin Elks Family, 

 
First and foremost, I would like to extend my sincere thanks to a few 
individuals: To Ken and Nan Johnson for the tremendous job they 
have done and continue to do to make our Conferences and 
Conventions such a great success and for all they do throughout the 
year; Tom Widzinski and Ken Bruckner for performing the 
Installation Ceremony of our State Officers; Jim
Meyer for taking care of getting all of our badges; George and Muriel Myers for their Leadership of 
our Association and their friendship and last but by no means least, Jason Somers for ensuring our 
hospitality room runs smoothly. 

I would also like to Congratulate Nikki Shannon on being elected as our State President- 
Elect. I know she will do a great job and we look forward to traveling with her and Ron this year. 

As I travel our state this year, I will be promoting my slogan: “ Capturing Our  
Communities” With the focus being on membership and community involvement by implementing 
the 3 R’s: Recruit, Retain, Respond. You will hear me speak more on this at our visits. 

As you read this, Jeannie and I will have begun our official duties as your State President 
and First Lady. We will have participated in our local Memorial Day Parade, completed our first 
visit to Appleton by attending the unveiling of the new U.S. Postage Stamp “Flag Act of 1818” and 
participating in the Oldest Flag Day Parade in the Nation. We will have begun our preparations for 
our trip to the Grand Lodge Convention in San Antonio where I will proudly represent our state by 
carrying our State Flag across the stage. What a great time to be an American and an Elk! 

For those of you joining us in San Antonio, I wish you safe travels and look forward to seeing 
you there. 

 
Fraternally, 
 

Sam Demmin 
Sam Demmin, State President 
Wisconsin Elks Association 
 

INFORMATION FOR MAKING RESERVATIONS FOR THE FALL CONFERENCE 
 AT THE RADISSON PAPER VALLEY HOTEL 

 
Radisson Paper Valley Hotel                   ROOM RATE  
333 W. College Avenue              
Appleton, WI  54911       $99.00 
 
PHONE NUMBER:  (920)733-8000 or (800) 333-3333 
 
When making your reservation, be sure to let them know that you are with the Wisconsin Elks 
Association. The CUT-OFF DATE for making reservations will be AUGUST 14, 2018.  After the cut-off 
date, you probably will not get a room.  
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LODGE/CITY DAY OF WEEK VISIT DATE THEME/DRESS CODE LOCATION 
Wisconsin Dells Saturday Elks Day at Respite Camp 6/23/2018  Elks Respite Camp 

Portage Saturday State President Visit 6/23/2018 TBD Lodge 
**San Antonio, TX** Sun-Wed Grand Lodge Convention 7/1-4, 2018 Red & White San Antonio, TX 

Janesville Saturday State President Visit 7/28/2018 TBD Lodge 
Beloit Sunday State President Visit 7/29/2018 TBD  

Waukesha  Saturday State President Visit 8/11/18 TBD  
Eau Claire Friday  State President Visit 8/17/18 TBD  

Chippewa Falls Saturday State President Visit 8/18/18 TBD  
Rice Lake Sunday State President Visit 8/19/18 TBD Lodge 

**Appleton** Fri thru Sun Fall Conference 9/13-16, 2018 Red Jacket Paper Valley  
Madison Saturday State President Visit 9/29/2018 TBD Lodge 

Wisconsin Dells Saturday Pancake Breakfast 10/7/2018 Red Shirt Camp Wawbeek 
Ashland Friday State President Visit 10/12/18 TBD  
Superior Saturday State President Visit 10/13/2018 TBD Lodge 

Neenah/Menasha Friday State President Visit 10/19/2018 TBD Lodge 
Marshfield Saturday State President Visit 10/20/2018 Dark Suit/Red Jacket Lodge 
Kaukauna Friday State President Visit 10/26/2018 TBD  
Oshkosh Saturday State President Visit 10/27/2018 TBD Lodge 
Baraboo Saturday State President Visit 11/3/2018 TBD Lodge 

Green Bay Friday State President Visit 11/30/2018 TBD Lodge 
Oconto Saturday Venison Feed & Visit 12/1/2018 TBD Lodge 
Antigo Saturday State President Visit 12/8/2018 TBD Lodge 

Marinette Saturday State President Visit 1/5/2019 TBD Lodge 
Watertown Saturday State President Visit 1/19/2019 TBD Lodge 
Milwaukee Saturday State President Visit 1/26/2019 TBD Lodge 

**Appleton** Fri thru Sun Mid-Winter Conference 1/31-2/2, 2019 Red Jacket Paper Valley  
Wausau Saturday State Hoop Shoot 2/9/2019 Red Jacket/Shirt  
Wausau Sat. Evening State President Visit 2/9/2019 Dark Suit/Red Jacket Lodge 

Beaver Dam Saturday State President Visit 2/23/2019 TBD Lodge 
Iowa City, IA Saturday Regional Hoop Shoot 3/9/19 Red Shirt Iowa City, IA 
Manitowoc Friday State President Visit 3/15/2019 St. Patrick’s Day Lodge 
Sheboygan Saturday State President Visit 3/16/2019 Dark Suit/Red Jacket Lodge 

Stevens Point Friday State President Visit 3/22/2019 TBD Lodge 
Wisconsin Rapids Saturday State President Visit 3/23/2019 Dark Suit/Red Jacket Lodge 

Platteville Saturday State President Visit 4/6/2019 TBD Lodge 
**Appleton** Fri thru Sun Spring Convention 5/2-5, 2019 Red Jacket Paper Valley  

  

2018-2019 STATE PRESIDENT TRAVEL PLANS 

Capturing Our Communities 
 



Summer 2018 - The Bugle - Page 5 

FROM YOUR FIRST LADY… 
 
Happy Summer to our Elks Family, 

 
At least I’m hoping we will have a summer.  I 

would like to begin by thanking you for the honor of 
being the First Lady of the Wisconsin Elks 
Association.  It is truly a great honor and I will do my 
best to make you proud. 

Sam and I are excited to begin our “Official” visits to our Lodge’s, to meet 
new people, make new friends and renew old friendships.  We can’t wait to 
learn all the great things your Lodge is doing in your community. 

As is the tradition of the First Lady, I will be doing a fundraising raffle 
this year at each Lodge. I will be raffling a basket that will include 2 bottles of 
wine, 4 hand painted wine glasses and some extra goodies.  The funds this year 
will be divided equally between the Wisconsin Benevolent Fund and the State 
Major Project – Respite Center Wish List. Why these 2 funds? The Benevolent 
Fund because the money stays in Wisconsin and helps all our Lodges with our 
Charitable works.  Our State Major Project Fund does a fabulous job with 
maintaining and updating the buildings at the Respite Center, but Camp 
continually needs other items such as: everyday medical supplies, paper goods, 
craft supplies, sporting goods, etc. My hope is that we can help put a dent in 
some of those needs.  Thank you in advance for your generosity and support! 

 

See you on the River Walk in San Antonio! 
 
 

Jeannie 
Jeannie Lange, First Lady 
Wisconsin Elks Association 
 

 
 

Celebrate our Independence that so many Americans fought and died to obtain. 
Liberty is not free. Enjoy the celebrations. 
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PRESIDENT-ELECT’S REPORT 
Thank you for having the confidence in me to be your next State 

President Elect. This is a first for Wisconsin Elks having a female in this 
position.  I am opening the door for future Lady Elks to run for State 
President-Elect followed by State President.  I am excited but I also 
know I have some big shoes to fill.  I will make you proud. 

Now to get down to business.  I need all Leading Knights to 
contact me to schedule your State President’s Visit during your year.  
Many Lodges stay with or closely with the same dates every year. Dates 
are on a first come-first serve basis.  Letters will also be sent to the 
Lodges.  Thank you in advance. 

Ron and I are looking forward to this upcoming year traveling to the Lodges with State 
President, Sam, and First Lady, Jeannie, spreading Sam’s words of Elkdom, Capturing Our Communities. 
It’s going to be a great year. 
 
Fraternally,  
 

Nikki Shannon 
Nikki Shannon 
WEA State President-Elect 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PICTURED ABOVE ARE (FROM LEFT TO RIGHT) KEN JOHNSON, STATE SECRETARY OF THE 
WISCONSIN ELKS ASSOCIATION, MARVIN LEATHERS, STATE SECRETARY OF THE ILLINOIS ELKS 

ASSOCIATION AND LOU SULSBERGER, P.G.E.R. AND OUR STATE SPONSOR. 
 
 
 A few weeks ago Nan and I had the pleasure of attending the Illinois Elks Association State 
Convention in Springfield.  I had the honor of being one of the people nominating Marvin Leathers for 
State Secretary of Illinois.  Marvin is starting his 25th year as State Secretary.  To my knowledge, this is 
the first time that someone from another state has participated in the Elks Association nomination of 
officers.    



Summer 2018 - The Bugle - Page 7

STATE SPONSOR’S MESSAGE 
 

Greetings to All: 

I would first like to congratulate all the new officers who have 
taken the controls of our Lodges and our Districts. Thank you for 
providing your leadership and if you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. Also, I would like to thank last year's officers for 
the excellent year we had and look forward to working with all of you in 
the future. 

June has arrived which signals that the Grand Lodge Convention is rapidly approaching.  This 
year's convention is in San Antonio, Texas and promises to be better than ever as we celebrate the 
150th Anniversary of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks.  I can assure you that the Grand 
Lodge Anniversary Celebration Committee has been working hard for the past couple of years to plan an 
awesome event.  Exciting surprises are in store for the attendees! 

A couple comments for those delegates attending the Convention in Texas.  You will hear a lot 
about “business casual” dress code and just a friendly reminder for the men this means a collared shirt, 
slacks and your State jacket, if you have one, and the ladies, appropriate similar dress.  (No jeans or 
shorts.)  

To all of the Exalted Rulers, most of you will have your way to San Antonio paid for by your 
Lodge and so we want to see everybody, every morning at the business session. 

In closing, have a wonderful and active summer.  Let's all work together for the betterment of 
our communities and always remember, Elks Care, Elks Share. 

God Bless, 

 

F. Louis Sulsberger, P.D.D.G.E.R. 
State Sponsor 
Wisconsin Elks Association 
 

 

 

 



Page 8 - The Bugle - Summer 2018

MUSINGS FROM YOUR CHAPLAIN 
 I heard the voice of the Lord saying: “Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?” 

Then I said, “Here am I; send me!” 

Isaiah 6: 8 NRSV 

 

I’m sure you have noticed how teams (re: Packers, Brewers, 
even the Vikings) are always looking for an edge; especially in 
personnel.  Businesses invest in the latest technology in order to 
improve their productivity and products. Companies will fire their 
marketing/ad agencies and hire others to launch new campaigns.
Corporations cycle through numerous management fads hoping to gain 
that all important “edge.”  It seems like almost everyone seeks that 
special “something” to bring success to their organization. 

This begs the question: What is the key to success?  To be successful a team needs many things, 
but it needs the most important thing – leadership.  

It is my belief that: 
Personnel determines the potential of the team 
Vision determines the direction of the team 
Work ethic determines the preparation of the team 
Leadership determines the success of the team 

It seems to me that everything rises and falls on leadership.  If that team has great leadership, it 
can gain everything else it needs to go to the highest level.   

Recently, this team (Wisconsin Elks Association) has added new personnel, promoted a new 
vision, established new leadership and a work ethic that hopefully will, like Isaiah, go out and “Capture 
our Communities.” 

Success is up to us! 
 
Blessings, 
 
Rev. Mike 
Rev. Michael Hackbarth, State Chaplin 
Wisconsin Elks Association 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

THANKS FOR THE DONATIONS!! 
Once again, Karen and I would 

like to thank everyone that donates to 
our Association Raffle.  Whether you 
are contributing raffle items or buying 
tickets, you are all helping in a big way. 

Of course, we couldn’t hold the 
raffle without the raffle items so, 
PLEASE, keep those donations 
coming so we can continue to help 
those in need! 

 
Nan Johnson  & Karen Bennett 
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CONVENTION 
 

Secretary of the Year - George Harper

ER of the Year - Michael Spranger

Elk of the Year - Jan Schultz

Elk Lady of the Year - Janice Wirth
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HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Elk of the Year 
Recipients

Elk Ladies 
of the Year

Lodge of the Year - Manitowoc
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VICE-PRESIDENT’S REPORTS 
NORTHWEST DISTRICT 
 

 JAMES WALSH, JR., V.P. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As I am new to writing, I hope this gets 

easier as I go along.  First of all, I hope 
everyone is ready for a great Summer.  I know I 
am.  I am looking forward to traveling this 
summer to visit all areas of the Great State of 
Wisconsin.  I plan to visit as many Lodges as I 
can. 

 I also look forward to traveling to all 
Lodges in The Northwest District for the State 
President visits.  I invite you to visit as many 
Lodges as possible in the Northwest District as 
well.  Get to know your fellow Elks; find out 
what events that they are hosting in their 
Lodges.  I look forward to meeting all the 
officers at the District Deputies Clinic. 

 I hope that all Lodges will let me know 
each month what they are doing.  I also want 
you all to know I am open to hear from you with 
any questions or concerns at any time.  Also, I 
am hoping to set up a District Meeting in early 
January.  I hope as many that can attend will.  

As I mentioned earlier, I look forward to 
seeing   many Newsletters and getting to know 
what is being done in your communities.  

Finally, let’s all work to spread the word by 
promoting the Presidents Slogan of “Capturing 
Our Communities”.  
 
NORTHEAST DISTRICT 
 

 KARL HANKE, V.P. 
 
All I can say is WOW! 

I am truly honored to serve the 
Northeast District as both your Vice-President 
and as your District Deputy.  

Never underestimate what a new 
member may accomplish with the Elks.  In 2011 
after several years of being asked to join by my 
father, I finally agreed to join the Wausau Elks 
Lodge #248.  I told my loving wife, Annie, that 
we would join for one year and then just tell my 
dad it was not for us…… 
  A few months later I started an amazing 
journey as I climbed the chairs.  In 2012 my 
wife, Annie, became a member.   In 2013 I was 
named Officer of the Year, I became the Exalted 
Ruler in 2015,  Elk of the Year in 2016 and 
served as the Auditor for the Northeast District, 
Esquire to the DD in 2017 and this year have the 
privilege to serve as both the DD and as the VP. 

 My area of focus in this journey 
is pride in membership.  In order to recruit new 
members or to bring back the lost Elks we need 
to make sure that our Lodge members are 
proud of who we are.  Each month I will be 
communicating to the Lodges in the Northeast a 
tip or a plan to help increase pride in their 
Lodge members.  I believe when members show 
Lodge pride in daily activities non-members will 
inquire about the Elks.  

I am very excited to work with all the 
Lodges and officers this year and to keep 
learning more about Elkdom along the way. 
 
SOUTH DISTRICT 
 

PAT MORAN, V.P. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Hello everyone from the South District.  

It is a privilege to serve as the Vice President for 
the South District for the next Elks year.  

For those who don’t know me here’s a 
little background information. My wife, Pam, 
and I are both members at the Milwaukee Elks 
Lodge #46. 
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VICE-PRESIDENT’S 
REPORTS CONTINUED  
 
 
SOUTH DISTRICT (continued) 
 
 I have been a member here for almost 10 years 
and have had the opportunity to serve the 
Lodge in all the Chairs.  At the end of my Year as 
ER, Milwaukee was name the Wisconsin Elks 
Lodge of the year.  I am currently a Lodge 
Trustee and last year I served as the Secretary 
to the District Deputy for the South District.  
Pam is currently serving as our ER this year.  We 
have two sons and they are both members, 
Mike at the Yankton, SD Lodge# 992 and Jim 
who is a member here in Milwaukee. 

Pam and I are looking forward to 
traveling with President Sam and First Lady 
Jeannie as we visit the 6 Lodges down here and 
to meet more of you and get to know you 
better. 

We look forward to meeting with those 
of you who will be traveling to San Antonio for 
the Grand Lodge Convention. For those of you 
who have never attended one it’s really 
something to see and be a part of, and this 
year’s Convention should be very special as we 
celebrate nationally our 150th year of Elkdom  

In the meantime, please continue to 
make a positive difference in your community, 
grow your membership and apply for the grants 
that are available to your Lodges.  As they say … 
“it’s free money”. 
Contact information:  Cell:  847-732-3810 
Email: pmoran@processsolutionsgroup.com   
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXPANDED FREEDOM GRANT TO 
ASSIST 100 MORE LODGES 

  
Summer is no time to relax for the Elks 

National Veterans Service Commission!  
Freedom Grant applications go on line July 1.  A 
few changes have been made in the Freedom 
Grant process this year.  We will award 
Freedom Grants to 300 Lodges, up from 200 last 
year, and the grants will move from a 
competitive process to a first-come, first-served 
basis, similar to the way Promise Grants are 
awarded. To help your chances, 
remember that Freedom Grant projects must 
include Elks participation and must serve 
veterans in need.  Projects that include direct 
interaction with veterans and/or military 
families will have a higher chance of approval, 
as will ongoing projects that reach a large 
number of veterans.  More information can be 
found on the Freedom Grant webpage at 
elks.org/cip. 

Make sure to put these Veterans 
Service events on your Elks National Convention 
calendar.  On Sunday, July 1 at 10a.m., more 
than 100 Elks scholars will be at the Convention 
Center assembling hygiene kits for veterans in 
need.  Whether you want to pitch in for two 
minutes or two hours, the scholars will 
welcome your help. 
  On Monday, July 2 at 2 p.m., the Elks 
National Veterans Service Commission will hold 
the hour-long “Increase Your Impact:  How to 
Optimize Your Veterans Service” Seminar in 
Room 221 AB at the Convention Center.   
 Be sure to attend the Grand Lodge 
Business Session on Tuesday, July 3, to hear the 
ENVSC Report for 2017-2018.   
 Finally, visit us at the ENVSC booth.  
Meet with our Veterans Programs experts, talk 
with your state’s Veterans Volunteers of the 
Year.   We hope to see you there! 
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YOUR ASSOCIATION RAFFLE DOLLARS AT WORK 
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YOUR ASSOCIATION RAFFLE DOLLARS AT WORK (continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Summer 2018 - The Bugle - Page 15



Page 16 - The Bugle - Summer 2018



Summer 2018 - The Bugle - Page 17



Page 18 - The Bugle - Summer 2018



Summer 2018 - The Bugle - Page 19

PRE-REGISTRATION FORM – DEADLINE AUGUST 14, 2018 
FALL CONFERENCE, SEPTEMBER 13-16, 2018 

PAPER VALLEY HOTEL AND CONVENTION CENTER 
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM FOR W.E.A. FALL CONFERENCE 

(REGISTRATION INFORMATION – PLEASE PRINT) 
One form per member, please print 

 
FIRST NAME:_______________________________     LAST NAME____________________________________     
 
ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
LODGE NAME:________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SPOUSE/GUEST (FIRST & LAST NAMES)____________________________________ _________________________________ _  
                                                                (BADGE PROVIDED ONLY IF ATTENDING LUNCHEON) 
      NO TICKETS  COST 
PRE-REGISTRATION FEE:                1      @$15.00             $  15.00 
 
LADIES LUNCHEON 

Smoked Turkey Sandwich   - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -     _____  @$13.00             $_______ 
         OR 

            Grilled Seasonal Vegetable Wrap  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _____   @$13.00             $_______ 
 
ASSOCIATION LUNCHEON 

 Smoked Turkey Sandwich    - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -         _____   @$13.00             $_______ 
          OR 

            Grilled Seasonal Vegetable Wrap   - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -         _____   @$13.00             $_______ 
   
SATURDAY NIGHT BANQUET       
 Ballotine Asiago        - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _____   @$22.00             $_______ 
           OR 
 Roasted Pork Loin                  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _____   @$22.00             $_______ 
     
ALL MEALS INCLUDE TAX & TIP                    TOTAL           $ _______ 
           
Make Checks payable to WEA  and  send to Ken Johnson, State Sec. WEA, 1602 Foothill Avenue, Schofield, WI  54476 
 
LADIES  AND ASSOCIATION LUNCHEONS: 

Smoked Turkey Sandwich:  Smoked Turkey Breast, Provolone Cheese, Cranberry Relish and Roasted Apple 
and Honey Dijon Mayonnaise on a Nine Grain Bun. 
Grilled Seasonal Vegetable Wrap:  Grilled, marinated vegetables with Aged Swiss Cheese in a Herb Wrap.  
 
Both offerings are served with Chips and coffee, tea and milk. 
 
SATURDAY NIGHT BANQUET: 
Ballotine Asiago:    Boneless Breast of Chicken filled with Asiago, Pecorino Romano, Onions, Sun-Dried, 
Tomatoes and Supreme Sauce.  Served with Green & Yellow Squash Sauteed with Garlic and Olive Oil and Rice 
Pilaf.  

 Roasted Pork Loin:  Slow Roasted Pork rubbed with Honey and Thyme and finished with a Light Supreme  
            Sauce.  Served with Broccoli Florets and Garlic Mashed Potatoes. 
  

Both offerings are served with Garden Salad, Fresh Rolls and Butter and Coffee, Tea and Milk. 
 

FORMS POSTMARKED AFTER AUGUST 14, 2018 WILL BE RETURNED TO 
SENDER. YOU WILL HAVE TO REGISTER ON SITE AT A FEE OF $25.00. 

 
  



 THE BUGLE 
           COPY DEADLINES      
         FALL CONFERENCE 
                  AUGUST 1 
    MID-WINTER CONFERENCE 
               DECEMBER 1 
         CONVENTION ISSUE 
                  MARCH 1 
             SUMMER ISSUE                  
                   JUNE 1 
                                     
Mail all news articles and photos to 
Editor     Ken Johnson, 1602 Foothill 
Ave., Schofield,  
WI  54476.  Photos will not be returned 
unless  requested.  Use coupon printed 
at right to make changes in address, lodge 
or telephone number.  Your cooperation 
will help us keep our address list current 
and save the  
Association address correction fees made 
by the Postal Service. 
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