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2677 Fisk Avenue, Oshkosh, Wisconsin  54902
(920) 235-3682 (home), (920) 203-6595 (cell)
                                                                         E-mail:  tjwidzinski@att.net                                                    
           Thomas J. Widzinski
Government Relations Committee – Area 5
A Fraternal Organization

Hon. Scott Walker, Governor
State of Wisconsin

C/O P.O. Box 7863
Madison, WI 53707
12 January, 2018

Mr. Governor,

For 150 years, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks has committed itself to generously honoring and serving our nation’s communities, veterans and youth.  We are one of the largest philanthropic organizations instilling core values of charity, justice, patriotism and brotherly love in America through the work of our nearly 1,000,000 members and 2,000 lodges.  In celebrating 150 years of service, the Wisconsin Elks Association would be most honored and appreciative of a State proclamation commemorating our Order’s service to our communities and the State of Wisconsin.

Founded in New York City on February 16, 1867 by Charles Algernon. Sidney Vivian and a handful of friends, the Order of Elks is an American fraternal organization established for social and philanthropic engagement.  Philanthropy is at the core of our existence.  The Wisconsin Elks Association, in turn was voted as the Association representing the 28 Lodges within the geographical boarders of the State of Wisconsin.   This first Association meeting took place in the City of Ashland Wisconsin on April 23, 1902, with the first State Convention to be held in Oshkosh in June of that same year.  To that end, Elks have disbursed, over the course of the Order’s history, more than $3.6 billion in cash, goods and services to those across our nation.  The Wisconsin Elks Association shares in those accomplishments as it carries on the programs of the Order in such ways as Scholarships to students, goods and services to Veterans, participation with Youth Programs and assistance to needy families in our State.

· The Wisconsin Elks Association, in partnership with the Wisconsin Easter Seals Society, promotes and funds the Respite Care facility located in Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin.  This beautiful camp, located on 400 acres of pristine woods, plays host to approximately 800 campers each year.  The Camp offers campers the usual fun-filled experience of any summer camp, while its campers come with a wide variety of severe and multiple disabilities whose physical challenges have been turned down by many other programs.  Operating year-round, counselors are housed amongst the campers with a one-to-one ratio of supervised care twenty-four hours a day.  Parents of such campers often have never left their children alone for any extended period of time.  Yet upon their return, the children often don’t want to leave.  What better testament can a program have!  Several times throughout the year the camp is also opened to returning service men and women as they re-enter civilian live.  They, along with their entire family, get a chance to spend some quality time together getting reacquainted with each other as they transition from military to civilian life.  For many individuals today, that transition can become a very trying time in their lives.  The Associations dedication to this camp since 1992 has been a very rewarding experience.  To date this partnership between the Elks and Easter Seals has seen more than $3 million in support of this State Major Project.  For your convenience, I have enclosed a list of some of our accomplishments throughout the years.  
· When it comes to the youth of our State, the Wisconsin Elks Association stands out as a shining example of our Order.  Through its many national, state and local scholarships students in our communities are given financial assistance to help them reach their goals and potentials.  This competitive process is one of the most stringent applications that students will encounter.  However, when the final results are tallied and monies are dispersed, contestants from around our State are able to follow their dreams.  Through our many youth programs, many of these same students learn valuable life lessons with regards to character building, sportsmanship and fair play.  All of these serve as examples of how we view “the youth of today as our leaders of tomorrow”.
· The rich history of our commitment to our veterans goes back almost to the inception of our Order.  The Order of Elks came to the forefront during the events of WWI.  Our motto of “so long as there are veterans…..the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks will never forget them” is more than just a catchy saying.  Through our many efforts we aid the veterans of our communities on a daily basis.  Each veteran’s facility within the confines of our State has an Elks National Veterans Service Commission Representative assigned to it.  Through combined efforts of our National Organization, along with our State Association and all of our local lodges, we provide the necessary care that ensures our veterans are given the support and care that they deserve.  “All gave some….some gave all”.  No matter how many times we’ve said it in the past, it’s never too late or often enough to say “thanks” to a veteran for the service he has given for his country.
The Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks is built upon the principles of “Charity, Justice, Brotherly Love and Fidelity” as stated in our motto.  It is the goal and duty of every Elk Lodge and Member to exemplify these virtues each and every day of our lives.  “It’s not just a saying, but a way of life”.  When the “chimes” strike the hour of eleven on the lodge clocks in all our Lodges, we traditionally take time out to remember those of the past and their dedication to our Order, our Lodges and our communities. 
I wish to end this letter by thanking you in advance for your time and consideration of this request.  The date of February 16, 2018 is of historical importance to us.  We would be honored if you would attend our upcoming Mid-Winter Conference at the Paper Valley Hotel and Convention Center in Appleton Wisconsin as we celebrate the 150th Anniversary of our Order and its serving and empowering our state neighborhoods and communities.  The General Session of the Wisconsin Elks Association will be held on Sunday February 4, 2018 beginning at 8:30 a.m.  I would suggest that this would be an excellent time to present our Association with a proclamation.  As Governor of the State of Wisconsin we realize that you have a very demanding schedule.  Therefore we would also be open to any representative that your office might be able to send should your schedule already be filled.  If you have any questions concerning the request please feel free to contact me at any time.  For your convenience I have also sent some ideas for a sample proclamation listing the many ways that we, as Elks, give of our service.  I anxiously await your response.
Most Respectfully,

Thomas J. Widzinski, P.S.P. 

Grand Lodge Government Relations Committeeman for Area 5
CC:  Hon. Rebecca Kleefisch, Lt. Governor
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