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 The meeting was called to order by Chairman Jim Burmeister at 9:00 a.m. at the 
University of Wisconsin-Platteville Boebel Hall room #123 in Platteville, Wisconsin.  The Pledge 
of Allegiance was led by Burmeister followed by a roll call of those present.   
  Committee members present:  Jim Burmeister, Tom Widzinski, and Ray Diehl.   

Committee members excused:  Rob Radig Sr., Ron Schultz and Chuck Berens. 
Committee members unexcused:  Arlyn Clarksen, Sue Vavricka, Norm Behnke, 
Andy Larson, Kerry Calba, Brad Koller, Tom Weller and Preston Bohn. 
Also present were guests:  Ken Boss, Chris Nielsen, Mike Golner, Jeff Miller, Ron 
and Cindy Whalen, Jerry Brien and Sandi Hanson.   

 Introductions of those present were made to make everyone aware of who was in 
attendance.  The minutes of the 2014 May Convention committee meeting in Wisconsin Dells 
were read and approved. 

Widzinski read a letter from State Soccer “Shoot” Chairman Chuck Berens as he is unable 
to make the Conference due to a family matter.  Berens stated that the State “Shoot” will be held 
in Wausau next weekend, Saturday September 20, 2014.  He only has received word from 6 
lodges that plan on being in attendance at this year’s event.  Those are Antigo #662, Marshfield 
#665, Neenah/Menasha #676, Oshkosh #292, Sheboygan #299 and Wausau #248.  The 
competition will be held at Oak Island Park, with an awards luncheon following at Wausau 
Lodge #248.  He stated that for several years now, it seems as though the number of lodges and 
youth participants has been dwindling.  He has requested that the Committee hold a discussion 
at its Mid-Winter Conference as to what should be done pertaining to the future of this youth 
sports event.  Jeff Miller added that input from lodges that are having success with this event 
should be present to speak up and give their views on this topic.  Chairman Burmeister stated 
that everyone should think about what their feelings are pertaining to this suggestion and that it 
would indeed be an agenda item for our next meeting.  He would also try to send letters to all 
Lodges in the State Association seeking their help in making a decision. 

Widzinski opened a round table discussion pertaining to the dictionary distributions to 
3rd grade students.  This year will marked the 7th year that Oshkosh has distributed dictionaries 
to approximately 1,000 students.  They are extremely proud of the fact that in 3 years everyone 
in both the public and private schools in the Oshkosh and Winneconne School Systems from 3rd 
grade to high school senior will have a dictionary given to them by the lodge.  Jeff Miller added 
that Rice Lake is also having great success with their distribution of dictionaries to many of the 
bordering communities in their area.  Jerry Brien also stated that since he has been substitute 
teaching he has experienced a number of students who have been seen carrying their 
dictionaries with them to his classes.  As expressed by those present, most state lodges continue 
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to have great success with this particular project and all who are participating agree that this 
continues to be a very worthwhile project. 

Chairman Burmeister asked if anyone was present to report on the Youth Golf 
Tournament.  While no one was present, Jim stated he will follow up with Marshfield to find 
out the results of the tournament.  That too, will be a topic of discussion as to what to do with 
this particular youth program.   
 Chairman Burmeister went over how every lodge should go about submitting requests to 
the Committee for re-imbursement.  It was reported that, once again, there was a significant 
number of Lodges within the Association that had not submitted requests again this year.  
Please make sure that your Lodge receives the $200.00 that they are allotted in the coming year.  
He also outlined how everyone could get information at either the Wisconsin Elks Association 
website or the Grand Lodge website.   
 An open discussion took place pertaining to what the various lodges present were doing 
with regards to various youth activities in their area.  Whatever you’re doing in your lodge and 
community, make sure you keep up the good work in serving the youth throughout the State of 
Wisconsin. 
 Having finished our regular order of business, a motion was made and 2nd to adjourn the 
meeting until we gather in February 2015 in Appleton Wisconsin for our Mid-Winter 
Conference.  The motion passed and the meeting closed at 9:50 a.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Tom 
Thomas J. Widzinski, PSP 
Vice-Chairman and Advisor 


