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STATE PRESIDENT�S MESSAGE 
My fellow Elks: 

By the time you receive this summer 
issue of �The Bugle�, Yvonne and I will have 
started our visitations and duties as your 
State President and 1st Lady.  These early 
months of our year are very patriotic in nature 
in our Lodges as we march in procession on 
Memorial Day, conduct our Flag Day 
ceremonies and celebrate the birth of our 
nation on the Fourth of July.  As a veteran I 
am dedicating this year to all those who have
and/or will continue to serve.  At our visitations throughout the course of this 
year I am asking all Exalted Ruler�s to designate or assign a veteran to lead us 
in the Pledge of Allegiance.  During those visitations, I will make a special effort 
to recognize those individuals for their contributions.  Those chosen could 
include our public servants who daily serve as policemen or firemen.  Sadly, all 
too often we forget those who make sacrifices as we take our everyday lives for 
granted.  Regardless of how you feel about the politics and policies of our 
elected officials we must stand united in our support and thoughts as we pray 
for the safety of these individuals.  I know we all hope for a lasting peace and 
end to the terrorism, and chaos of our world as we know it today. 

As Yvonne and I head out on our journey to California and our National 
Convention, please know that I will carry the Flag of our State with pride and 
honor as the President of our Association.  We will do our best to make you feel 
that we are deserving of that trust and honor.  We look with anticipation to our 
travels this year as we witness the �good news� of your accomplishments and 
achievements to those of your community.  I am extremely interested in hearing 
of the many ways that you �Lend a Hand� to those around you as you conduct 
the programs of our Order. 

May you enjoy the beauty and warmth of the summer months ahead;  
Heaven knows we�ve waited long enough for this past winter to end.  We look 
forward to seeing all of you in your Lodges and to seeing those of you who will 
join us as we greet our State Sponsor and new Grand Exalted Ruler in Oshkosh 
in September. 

Sincerely and Fraternally, 

Thomas J. Widzinski 
Thomas J. Widzinski, President 
Wisconsin Elks Association  

NOTE:  I have made a change to designate the Comfort Suites as the new 
headquarters hotel at the Fall Conference.  Also, the original white fish has 
been changed to Tilapia due to supply issues.  Maximum banquet tickets 
available has changed to 250.  Cocktails at the Saturday Night Banquet has 
been changed from 5:30 to 6:00 pm, with dinner at 7:00 instead of 6:30 to allow 
for the Evening Prayer with Rev. Hackbarth at the Comfort Suites.    
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