EAST CENTRAL DISTRICT VICE-PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Let me begin by offering my sincere thanks to the members of the East-Central District for allowing me to serve as your District Vice-President.  I am both humbled and enthused by the trust you have placed in me.  Believe me, this is not something that I will take lightly.  Looking back, I see that our current and immediate two Past State Presidents were all East-Central District Vice-Presidents.  Looking back further, I see that a great number of our Past State Presidents have been Vice-Presidents of their respective districts.  It truly is an honor to have my name included with such dedicated Elks, and I assure you that I will strive to exhibit the same dedication that these leaders have shown in the past and continue to show to this very day.

It also truly is an honor to serve under President Bob Bohnsack.  Bob was the Loyal Knight in Fond du Lac when I was Exalted Ruler.  He was always there to support and help me as I led the Fond du Lac Elks, and now I am glad to be there to support and help him as he leads the Wisconsin Elks.

               This is where the Vice-President asks the Lodges to add their name to the Lodges’ mailing lists.  As your outgoing DDGER, I already am on your mailing list, so I ask that you KEEP my name on your mailing lists.  Please keep me informed of what is going on in your Lodges, and I will make every effort to swing on by.  If you need help with a Lodge function, please let me know, and I will see if I can drop on by to be of some assistance.  I am here to serve you.

Summer brings about the winds of change.  We change from being pitch black at 6:00pm to being bright light until well after 8:30pm.  We change from seeing nothing but twigs, to seeing the forest fully abloom.  Our Lodge officers have changed, our State Officers are changing, and soon our Grand Lodge Officers will change.  Changes are among us everywhere, and I ask that you join with me in embracing the change.

The big change that is coming is the realignment of our districts.  This seems no longer to be an “if”, but now it is a “when”.  Most likely, our East-Central District will be split.  This is where we can show that “We’re All Family” and join with our soon-to-be new Districts for some friendship, camaraderie, and learning.  The different Districts do things differently, and I encourage the Lodges to travel and communicate with the Lodges in the new Districts when they are formally announced.  Extend the olive branch and learn what makes them unique, while sharing what makes you unique.  

President Bob has stated (or paraphrased from Walt Disney) that It All Begins With A Lodge.  I wholeheartedly agree with that statement.  It takes thirty-three Lodges to make up the Wisconsin Elks.  It takes six Lodges to make up the East-Central District.  If just one of those Lodges isn’t strong, everything becomes a whole lot tougher for everybody else.  It all comes down to you and your Lodge.  Show your Enthusiasm, succeed through Leadership, and grow by Kindling the fire of your members.  Be an ELK and show that you are the LODGE that helps all Elks achieve that common goal.

